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PREFACE. 



Malachi the prophet, the latest of all the inspired 
writers, closes the Old Testament history with these 
words, " And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to 
the children, and the heart of the children to their 
fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse." 
He of whom the Prophet spake was John the Baptist, 
the forerunner of our Lord. Malachi wrote these 
words nearly 450 years before the advent of the 
Messiah, about the time of Nehemiah's second return 
to Judasa from the Persian Court. The history, there- 
fore, of this period of 450 years is, as it were, a link 
connecting together the histories of the Old and New 
Testaments ; and as such is very important. On this 
subject, other works will supply all necessary inform- 
ation to the elder and more mature student; but for 
the younger readers of history no suitable book has, so 
far as the Author is aware, been yet published. To 
supply this want, is the object of the present publication. 
The period which elapsed between the Captivity and 
the coming of Christ is too often regarded as unim-*^ 
portant and uninteresting ; while, in reality, it is defi- 
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cient neither in interest nor importance. Of its main 
events, a simple outline has been attempted in the 
following pages, — an outline which it is hoped the 
reader will learn to fill up for himself from more ample 
sources. The lights and shadows which chequer the 
wondrous picture of Jewish history, as the fulness of 
time gradually drew on to the appearance of Him, who 
was the desire of all nations, — are well worthy of being 
noted. 

It is a strange blending of fitful light and darkening 
shadow. 

From the time of the return after the Captivity, the 
Jewish people gradually declined in religion, morality, 
and rank among the nations, until their true King came 
and was rejected. Now and then, as years rolled on, it 
seemed as if a ray of the olden glory beamed across 
their path, and promised once again to lead them on to 
brighter and better things, to holiness and victory ; but 
this passed away as a mere gleam from the sunset 
rather than the morning of their hopes, and the night 
was at hand. 

So dark was this night, that when the true light 
appeared, and the day-dawn from on high visited them, 
they disbelieved and denied its reality. Even when 
"one rose from the dead/^ they believed notr for 
they had not, in reality, believed the witness of Moses 
and the prophets, who saw the day of Christ afar 
off. 

Such was the state of the Jewish nation when the 
Saviour came ; and if the following pages interest the 
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young reader in their history at that period^ and help 
him in any way to realise more fully the solemn scenes 
recorded in the New Testament, — the Author's aim 
will be accomplished. 

B. G. J. 

. Grammar School, 
College of Grod*s Gift, Dulwich, 
May nth, 1849. 
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CHAPTER L 

THE CAPTIVITY. 

Stbia, the long narrow eountry lying to the east of the 
Mediterranean, or, as it was formerlj called, the Great Sea, 
is a small but most important one in the history of the old 
world before the coming of Christ. It is a beautiful and 
well-watered land, full of bright flowing streams, well 
wooded valleys, and fertile plains. Fresh breezes from the 
sea and from the high mountains of Lebanon (A)* and 
Libanus(A) cool the air and keep the climate temperate 
and healthy. It was indeed a land of promise, flowing with 
milk and honey, full of the fruit of the vine, and of the olive. 
Moses looked across the Jordan (A), and beheld afar off the 
bright land of rest ; and though he was not to enter itj the 
seed of Abraham, in number as the sand of the sea, were to 
settle there^ after utterly destroying the nations whose land 
it was. This they at length did. 

Upwards of fifteen hundred years then passed away from 
the time when Moses brought down from the Cloudy Mount 

* (A) following a word refers to the Appendix at. the end of the 
book. 

II B 



2 HISTORY OF THE JEWS. 

the Law of Jehovah, until the goodness and mercy of God 
were exhausted, and he sent upon his rebellious people the 
punishment they had so long deserved. 

He had tried them in every gracious way. He had saved 
them out of the hand of their enemies. He had blessed them 
in their homes, and families, and government, and given 
them mercies of every kind. He had said He would be 
their Grod, and they should be His people ; but they heeded 
not, but served other gods of wood, silver, and stone, which 
could neither hear nor help them. Then the Almighty sent 
them words of warning and calls to repentance by the mouth 
of His holy prophets, but they hearkened not. 

Still they served their own lusts^ and bowed down to false 
gods, until the true God cast them off for ever, as He had 
before declared* He would scatter them among the heathen, 
and draw a sword after them ; their land should be desolate, 
and their cities waste. And again He said, Ye shall become 
an astonishment and a bye-word among all the nations 
whither the Lord your God shall lead you. 

In like manner God warned them by all His prophets, 
but still they gave no heed. 

The twelve tribes which under Joshua had entered the 
Holy Land, and settled there, had at first remained under 
the immediate care of God himself. They were not to have 
a king over them as other nations, but the Lord was to .be 
their king. Every tribe then was ruled by its own head as 
a great family. When their enemies oppressed them, God 
raised up judges to deliver them, as the brave Samson, and 
Deborah; and no sooner did they repent of their past 
wickedness* than God made all their troubles to cease. But 
they were not long content even with this-f They de- 
manded a king to go before them to battle as the other 
nations, — and God at last gave them what they sought for. 

The tribes in the south and beyond Jordan desired this 
the most, for the Philistines (A) and the Ammonites had 

* Lev. zxvi. SS, 34, 35. 39. f ^ ^'^^ ^iii- ^9, 



THE CAPTIVITY. » 

oppressed them more than the tribes in the north. A king 
then was given, chosen by God himself, to rule over the 
whole kingdom of the Jews. Saul was the first king, b. G; 
1096 ; and from that time until after the death of Solomon 
(976), the twelve tribes were more or less subject to one 
sovereign. But no sooner was he dead than the rulers of 
the people assembled at Shechem, the capital of the tribe of 
Joseph, and refused to submit to Behoboam, the heir to the 
throne, imless he would consent to lessen the burdens which 
his father had laid on them. This he refused to do, and the 
consequence was, that ten of the tribes revolted, and chose 
for their king Jeroboam the son of Nebat. Thus the great 
empire of David was rent into two unequal parts, known 
afterwards as Israel and Judah. Rehoboam's division of 
Benjamin and Judah was scarcely a fourth part of the whole, 
though it still had Jerusalem (A) for a capital city. 

The kingdom of Jeroboam not only included the ten 
tribes, but all the tributary nations as far as the Eu- 
phrates. (A) In the time of David these amounted to 
upwards of 200,000 men ; and among them were the brave 
Philistines, Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, and on the 
north the Syrians of Damascus. (A) Even the wandering 
Arabs were partly subject to him. The Hebrew monarchy 
was then the chief in western Asia. 

From this time the kingdoms of Israel and Judah were 
each ruled by their own kings. These were, with few 
exceptions, ungodly rulers, and in the end brought upon 
their people and themselves long and harsh bondage in 
foreign lands. The service of the true God was neglected 
more and m(H*e,' and no heed was given to the miany cala*- 
mities which God sent upon His people as warnings to^ 
repentance. 

The kingdom of Israel was suffered to remain for 258 
years, during which, eighteen kings ruled over it; while 
Judah, which had served God more faithfully, was preserved 
for 130 years after the captivity of Israel 

B 2 
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Pekah, the last but one of the kings of Israel, came to the 
throne in the last year of Uzziah, the tenth sovereign of 
Judah, B. G. 759. During his reign there was much warfare 
between Israel and Judah, and he formed an alliance with 
Rezin, King of SyrisL, against Uzziah. But they gained 
little by their alliance, for Tiglath-pileser, king of the great 
empire of Assyria (A), invaded Sjrria, Galilee, and the 
country east of Jordan, and forced them to pay tribute. 
The chief inhabitants of Syria were sent away into captivity 
on the banks of the Cjriis, which falls into the Caspian Sea, 
and many Galilasans carried into Assyria. Pekah* himself 
was murdered by Hoshea, the next and last king of Israel, 
and the whole land was then filled with sedition and revolt. 
Several years passed away thus ; and when Shalmeneser of 
Assjrria again invaded Israel, Hoshea was too feeble to 
resist paying tribute, though he endeavoured to form an 
alliance with So, king of Egypt, against him. This enraged 
Shalmaneser, who now laid siege to the city of Samaria, and 
after three years took it by storm and destroyed it. Thou- 
sands were now carried away captive from Samaria to 
Halah; to the river Habor, or Chebarf ; to Gozan, east of 
the Tigris ; and the great cities of the Medes. The captives 
were of the richest inhabitants, armourers, and soldiers, and 
for a time the cities of Samaria were completely stripped. 
But this was not long the case, for the Assyrians sent 
colonies from Sepharvaim, Hamath, and Ava; and these, 
mixing with the Israelites who were leflt, all took the common 
name of Samaritans, b. c. 721. 

These were for some time worshippers of idols, but at 
length, frightened by the appearance of many wild beasts, 
which they supposed sent as a judgment on them, they 
recalled an Israelitish priest from captivity to instruct them 
in the worship of the true God. 

It was on Mount Gerizim that the Samaritans aflterwards 

♦ 2 Kings, XT. 27— SI. 

f A iimall river which falls into the Tigris. 
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erected a temple, which made their nation so hateful to the 
Jews. 

Daring the reign of Zedekiah, the last of the kings of 
Jndah, the Hebrews still remaining in that kingdom hoped 
soon to be able to shake off the yoke of the Chaldseans 
entirely; while the Israelitish captives themselves looked 
for a speedy return to their native land. But all these 
hoped in vain. 

Jeremiah, the prophet, now warned the inhabitants of 
Judah of their approaching captivity ; and Zedekiah having 
rebelled against the Chaldsean monarch, Nebuchadnezzar, a 
vast army at once laid siege to Jerusalem. 

After a long siege, the city was at length taken, and 
Zedekiah, who had fled away by night, was overtaken and 
carried captive to Biblah, 588 b. c. Here his two sons were 
put to death, and his own eyes being put out, he was sent in 
chains to Babylon (A), the great and magnificent city, 
which he entered but did not see.* 

Such was the fate of the last of the princes of the 
kingdom of Judah. 

Twenty princes had ruled over Judah as a separate king- 
dom, and of these very few had served God in truth and 
with a perfect heart. The worship of idols had never been 
utterly rooted out, and the Temple of Jehovah was not long 
after defiled and plundered by Nebuzar-adan, captain of the 
royal guard, who set fire to the city, and carried away 
the chief inhabitants, who were put to death at Biblah. 
Many nobles and warriors who had fled now returned and 
submitted to Nebuchadnezzai*, who had appointed Gedaliah, 
the Hebrew, as governor in Judaea. 

Gedaliah promised them safety if they submitted. This 
they did ; but a conspiracy was soon after formed in secret 
against Gedaliah, and he and all his Hebrew and Chaldaean 
dependants murdered in cold blood. 

This enraged the Chaldaeans ; and Ishmael, the chief con- 

♦ £z.xvit 13— 15., xii. 13, 
B 3 
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spirator, was forced to take refuge in Egypt, with his ad-* 
herents. Many Hebrews were with him, and among these 
Jeremiah the Prophet. But, a few years after this, the few 
inhabitants that remained were seized by Nebuzar-adan, and 
the land was now utterly stripped. 

No new colonists were sent into JudsBa, as had been done 
in the kingdom of Israel, and the land was inhabited by but 
a few wandering tribes of Arabs and Idumaeans. So Com- 
pletely was the land desolate. 

Meanwhile, the Hebrews were in captivity far away from 
their native land, and, though not actually in abject wretched- 
ness, suffered much. They were far away from their native 
land, and far away from their Temple of worship, but yet 
many among them remembered the God of their salvation, 
whom Ezekiel and Daniel were exhorting them to serve. 

Jehoiachin, a former king of Judah, after being thirty-six 
years in prison, was at length released, and allowed to eat 
at the table of his conqueror at Babylon. 

It was in Babylon also, whither Jehoiachin and Daniel 
had been carried away, that the latter and his friends were 
in high office at court. 

This Babylon, the great and mighty city of the Assyrian 
empire, on the Euphrates, was the most powerful city of tho 
east. Its lofty and embattled walls were surrounded by deep 
ditches, and within were large magazines, and wide squares 
planted thickly with com. The crops seemed sufficient to 
supply the inhabitantsrthrough a siege of any length. It might 
well have been called the city of Three Days' Journey, as 
Thebes of the Hundred Gates ; and reminds us of the pro- 
phet Jonah, who wandered three days through the streets of 
Nineveh before he reached the palace of the king. How it 
was at length taken by Gyrus, we read at full length in the 
Bible*, B.C. 539. Now, however, it was the great and 
flourishing city of the east, and in it the Hebrews were 
captives. In the sixty-seventh year of the captivity, Babylon 

* Dan. ▼. ; Is. ixi. 5. ; Jer. li 39. Appendix : Babylon. 
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was taken by Cyrus, the general of Darius the Mede, to whom 
the kingdom of Beltshazzar was henceforth to be given. 

Babylon after its capture continued as great a city as be- 
fore, but the turning back of the Euphrates inundated the 
marshy ground in the neighbourhood of the city, and caused 
many fens.* 

It was in this great city, and to its monarch, that Daniel 
the Hebrew was a chief minister and adviser; and he it 
was who asked of the conqueror Darius the release of the 
Hebrew captives. He knew that the time of their ap- 
pointed captivity drew nigh to its end, and prayed to God 
in mourning and in fasting for them ; but Darius gave no 
heed. 

Cyrus, his successor, not only granted Daniel's prayer, 
but even more : and here our history properly begins. 

Cyrus issued a decree for the return of the Hebrews to 
thdr native land, and in his decree used these remarkable 
wordis : '^ Jehovah, the God of Heaven, hath given to me all 
the kingdoms of the earthy and hath charged me to build 
him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah." 

These words agree with those of Isaiah, that God would 
appoint Cyrus to be His shepherd to perform all His pleasure, 
'^ saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built ; and to the 
temple. Thy foundation shalt be laid."t 

♦ Is. xiv. 23. t Is. xliv. 28. 
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CHAP. n. 

HOPE OF BETUBN. — CTBUS THE LOBD's SHEPHEBD. 

The time at which these words of Isaiah were to be fulfilled 
was now follj come. The seventj years had expired, and 
all things were now ready. The Lord stirred up the spirit 
of Cyrus, who had succeeded Darius *, and the decree was 
sent forth for rebuilding the Temple at Jerusalem. 

In the first company which returned to Jerusalem were 
upwards of 50,000 persons, including servants, women, and 
children. Zerubbabel, the grandson of King Jehoiachin, 
and Joshua, a grandson of a former high-priest, had charge 
of this caravan, who assembled at an appointed place, with 
the necessary provisions and beasts of burden. These latter 
amounted to more than 8000. About 11,000 captives were 
taken from Jud$ea at the first, and these had increased more 
than fourfold in Babylon, where Daniel still continued with 
the hope of profiting his countrymen in the Holy Land, or 
Palestine, as it was then called. 

The journey to Palestine was long and tedious^ and many 
captives remained behind, preferring the ease they now 
enjoyed in the province of Babylon to the privations of a 
difficult journey. 

Zerubbabel was also called Sheshbazzar, a Persian title 
signifying governor ; for he was now appointed ruler over 
Judaea. 

Four months were consumed in the journey ; and at length, 
at the end of the seventieth year from the captivity, the 
Jews reached Jerusalem, fifty-two years after the destruction 
of the Temple by Nebuzar-adan, 536 b. c. 

With ZerubbabeFs company were many of the Ten Tribes, 

• Ex. i. 2. 
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who also had heen inyited to return by the decree of Cjrns, 
Many also returned from time to time, afterwards, in the 
caravans of merchants crossing the desert ; and thus, long 
before the time of Christ, Galilee and Persea were filled with 
Jewish settlers. Thus the descendants of the Two and the 
Ten Tribes became again mingled, and as it were one people. 

On the arrival of Zerubbabel's company in the first month, 
Nisan, their first care was to prepare houses for the people, 
who spread over the country, and began to build new 
villages and towns. In the next month of the second year, 
at the Feast of Tabernacles, in Jerusalem, the altar of burnt 
offerings was raised unto the Lord ; and, not long after, the 
Temple was begun on the ruins of their ancient place of 
worship. 

Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem to 
Babylon more than 5000 gold and silver vessels, and these 
had been restored by Cyrus to the first company which 
returned under Zerubbabel. But although this was a cause 
of great joy to the people, and they laid the foundation of 
the Temple with songs of triumph and praise, yet many 
among them remembered the glory of Solomon's Temple; 
and so tears mingled with their joy. But they not only 
mourned for the splendour of the former Temple, and the 
rich ornaments which David and Solomon had bestowed on 
it, but also for many things which Grod only could give. 

These were — the ark, between the cherubims of which 
Jehovah himself rested as a bright light of glory ; and the 
holy fire which at the first came down from Heaven.^ All 
these were wanting, and yet the people worked on in hope, 
believing the words of comfort which God spake by His 
prophet, that the glory of the latter house was to be greater 
than that of the former.f Its glory was complete when the 
Son of God himself afterwards entered it as the Saviour of 
the World. 

Thus was the Second Temple commenced. The Israelites 

* Lev. vi. 13., ix. 24. f Haggai, ii. 9. 
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were now once more in their own land, with a ruler and 
laws of their own, though under the sovereigntj of the 
Persian king, and thus enjoyed protection and security. 

The building of the Temple was carried on with great zeal, 
and interrupted only by the Samaritans. These, as we 
have seen, were a mixed race sprung from the colonists of 
Ass3rria who had intermarried with the Israelites. They 
also owned Jehovah as a God, represented by a golden calf, 
and wished to assist in the building of His temple. This 
the Jews refused to permit, and hence arose the long and 
bitter hatred between the Samaritans and the Jews, which 
even in the time of our Saviour still continued. 

The Samaritans, now enraged with the Jews, sent mes- 
sengers, accusing them, to Cyrus ; and though he gave no 
heed to them, yet his successors, Smerdis and Cambyses, 
did. During their reigns, accordingly, little was done in 
the building of the Temple. 

Darius Hystaspes, who succeeded them, was a mild and 
good king, and ready to help the Jews in all that Cyrus 
had done ; so that the people had now n6 excuse for not 
continuing their work. Notwithstanding this, however, they 
were not so zealous in the work as they had been, and the 
prophets Haggai and Zechariah were sent by Grod to chide 
them. 

" And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel, and the 
spirit of Joshua, the high-priest, and of all the remnant of tlie 
people, and they came and worked in the house of the Lord 
their God."* And now the people once more worked 
heartily in the Temple ; and, though the Samaritans again 
tried to obstruct the building, Darius would not listen to 
their accusations of the Jews, but confirmed the decroe of 
Cyrus. And not this only, but he also strictly charged the 
Persian governors that no hindrance should be offered to 
the work, and that all things necessary for the daily sacrifice, 

• 

* Haggai, i. 14. 



HOPE OF SET17BN. 11 

such as wine, salt, and oil, as well as victims, should be sup- 
plied. Whoever hindered this decree was to be crucified. 
^ Thus the work went on until the sixth year of Darius, 
when the Temple was finished, and consecrated to the ser- 
vice of Grod with great joy and solemnity. The feast of the 
Dedication, mentioned in the Gospel, was kept as a Jewish 
feast (A) in remembrance of this evenly b. c. 515. 

Darius reigned for many years after this, and greatly 
favoured and protected the Hdi^rews, who thus lived in 
peace while many of the nations about them were con- 
tinually at war with the Persians. The words of comfort 
which Zechariah had spoken, now seemed to be coming to 
pass. They give us a beautiful picture. " Thus saith the 
LoKD, I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in Jerusalem. 
There shall yet old men and dd women dwell in the streets 
of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for 
very age. And the streets of the city shall be full of boys 
and girls playing in the streets thereof." 

We can fancy some bright summer evening, when the sun 
was setting behind the blue mountains of Judaea, and the 
open market-place now filled with noisy and happy children. 
Here and there, beneath the shade of a tall tree, are groups 
of older people, listening perhaps to some aged patriarch 
recounting the wonders of Babylon, and the trials of a long 
captivity. He sits leaning upon the top of his stafi*, and 
blesses little children that are brought to him. 

Darius died b.c. 485, leaving the kingdom to his son 
Xerxes, a weak and sensual king. 

This was the king of whom Daniel had prophesied, '* Be- 
hold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia, and the 
fourth shall be far richer than them all ; and by his strength 
through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm of 
Grecia." 

We find, accordingly, that he was engaged in many wars, 
and that he roused up many nations against Greece, against 
which he undertook a great expedition in 481 b.c. His 

B 6 
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army was one of the most enormous ever raised, and the in- 
fantry alone, when they set oul^ amounted to one million 
seven hundred thousand men. They were men of many 
different nations, each clad in their own arms and dress. 
Men from the mountains and plains of Persia, from Ethiopia, 
from Macedonia, and even far-off India ; and, besides these, 
ten thousand Persian chosen troops, and eighty-two thousand 
cavalry. 

The fleet was equally large ; more than a thousand ships 
of war, and three thousand galleys, or, as they were called, 
** triremes " (A), from having *^ three banks of oars." 

These vessels, well manned and splendidly fitted out, 
sailed away in great triumph into the JBgean sea*; the 
whole armament, including the sailors, soldiers, and servants, 
amounting at least to three millions.f 

As the army passed through Thrace and Macedonia, great 
numbers flocked to the standard of the Persian king, who, 
confident of victory, marched boldly on towards the moun- 
tains of Thessaly. 

0f Between Thessaly and Phocis, two provinces of Greece, 
is a strong mountain-pass or defile called Thermopyl». Six 
thousand Greeks, under Leonidas the noble and brave king 
of Sparta, had stationed themselves here to fight for their 
country, and drive back the proud Persian. Three days did 
the confiict last, and, though the brave Spartan and his fol- 
lowers were all cut to pieces, the Persians lost upwards of 
twenty thousand men. 

This was the beginning of misfortunes. A part of their 
fleet was destroyed by a great storm, after a severe engage- 
ment with the Greeks off Euboea. Then followed the great 
victory at Salamis, where the Greeks utterly destroyed the 
Persian fleet, and all the hopes of Xerxes were at an end. 
He now fled in great terror to his own land, and the re- 
mainder of his mgn was spent in sensual indulgences and 

* Now the Archipelago. f Herod, vil 56 — 187. 
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riot ; until, hated by men of all ranks, he was murdered by 
the captain of his own guards, b.c. 464. 

Before this, however, in the year b,c. 478, fifty-eight years 
after the first caravan had returned to Jerusalem, Ezra, the 
scribe, obtained from Xerxes a decree that all who were 
minded to return to Judsea should go with him.* Letters 
were given to Ezra, commanding the governors of Coele- 
Syria and Bhoenicia to assist him in every possible way. 
All those employed in the service of the Temple were to be 
as free from tribute as the Persians themselves, so that there 
was every encouragement to return. Notwithstanding this, 
few priests returned with Ezra, and none of the Levites, 
although altogether about 6000 Hebrews agreed to accom- 
pany him. Having rested on the banks of the river Ahava 
** to afflict themselves before God, and to seek a right way 
for themselves and for their little ones," for three days, 
they set out, and reached Jerusalem after a journey of three 
months. 

A collection had been made among the Hebrews who re- 
mained in Babylon, and this was now placed in the Temple. 
Ezra, who had been appointed a governor by Xerxes, with 
power to elect judges and officers throughout the land, now 
began to exercise his authority. 

We have no account of all he did for the good of his 
country ; but oner thing which he effected is told us in the 
Bible, and this was of great importance. Many of the Jews 
after their return had married heathen and idolatrous 
women of the neighbouring nations, contrary to God's com- 
mand. Not only the common people had thus broken God's 
law, but many of the nobles, and even of the Levites ; and 
Ezra now endeavoured to annul these marriages, and send 
away the heathen women. And this he at length, after 
much trouble, effected. 

He caused the law to be read to the people publicly, and 
explained by interpreters to those who did not understand 

* Ezra, vii. 13. to end. 
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the Arama»n language*; and manj copies of the law to be 
made. He held his office for thirteen years, and was the 
means of great good to his countrymen; The s^vices of the 
Temple were duly cared for, and the people ruled with 
moderation and justice* 

After the time of Ezra, the Hebrew colony in Judsea 
began to decline, in consequence of the war between Arta* 
xerxes aixd his enemies being carried on in Syria. Nehe- 
miah, who succeeded Ezra as governor, was cupbearer to the 
king, Artaxerxes ; and hearing from Hanani, a Jew who had 
returned from Judsea to Shushan, of the wretched state of 
his countr3rmen, he resolved to render them some assistance. 
For some time the affairs of the Jews had been growing 
worse, and the rules made by Nehemiah had been more and 
more neglected. The walls of the city had been broken 
dowp, and the gates burnt with fu*e, and no permission had 
been given to rebuild them : without permission Ezra dared 
do nothing. This news greatly grieved Nehemiah, and when 
he next appeared before the king, his countenance was sad. 
Artaxerxes inquired of him the cause of his sadness ; and 
having heard it^ appointed him governor of Judaea, with 
power to rebuild the walls of the Holy City, and* fortify it 
against the attacks of any enemy. 

Horsemen and captains were appointed by the king to 
attend Nehemiah^ and orders sent to the officers on the 
other side of the Euphrates, to furnish all necessary timber 
from the king's forests, and to assist in every other way in 
the fortification, b. c. 444. 

Three days after his arrival at Jerusalem, Nehemiah took 
a secret survey of the walls by night, and proposed at once 
to commence their repair. He was obliged to be thus secret 
in his undertaking, for many enemies were on the watch to 
accuse him to king Artaxerxes. These were the Ammonites, 
the Samaritans, and those of Tyre. The priests and nobles 

* The Aranuean was the common mixed dialect of Syria, not likely 
to be understood by the Hebrews from Babylon. 
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joined willi Nehei&iah, and the building of the walls went on 
with SQCcess. They who helped to build the wall worked 
with weapons in their hands, and *' every one had his sword 
girded by his side." * 

All the efforts of thdr enemies were in vain, and in fifty- 
two days the wall was completed. The city was now 
strongly fortified, and the event was celebrated with great 
^d solemn joy. 

Ezra did not long survive the compl^on of this good 
work, for he was an old man when Nehemiah arrived from 
Babylon. 

One great service, howev^, Ezra performed, for which we, 
no less than the Jews, have cause to be thankful. He care- 
fully collected the canonical books of the Old Testament, 
and revised the whole, causing a copy to be placed in every 
Sjmagogue for daily use. 

In the twelfth year of his govemmenl^ Nehemiah re- 
turned to the Persian court, and in his absence everything 
again went wrong among the Jews. 

Malachi, the last of the Prophets, in vain warned the 
people of their falling away. They gave no heed to his 
words, the services of the Temple were neglected, and even 
the high-priest joined in their iniquity. 

WHen Nehemiah returned, great was his grief at the 
miserable state of his countrymen. In but a few years they 
had turned aside from all the service and law of God, which 
Nehemiah had enjoined, and some of the sacred vessels in 
the Temple had been removed from the holy place. The 
high-priest Eliashib was the friend of Tobiah the Ammonite, 
whom he had permitted to live in a chamber of the Temple. 
His grandson Manasseh had done even worse, and married 
the daughter of Sanballat the Horonite. Sanballat was a 
Samaritan chief; and Manasseh not willing to part with his 
wife, fied to Samaria. Nehemiah at once resolved to stop 
all such practices as these ; and having cleansed the chamber 

* Nehemiah, iv. 18. 
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which had been given to Tobiah, replaced the holy vessels. 
Upon this many other of the Jews, both priests and of the 
people who had married strange women, or were unwilling to 
submit to Nehemiah, followed the example of Manasseh, and 
fled to Samaria. Here they were well received, and a powerful 
party of Jews and Samaritans raised against Nehemiah. At 
the head of these was Sanballat ; and under his guidance, 
having permission from Darius Nothus the Persian monarch, 
they began to build a rival Temple on Mount Grerizim. 
B. c. 408. 

From time to time many of the discontented and criminals 
among the Jews at Jerusalem fled to Samaria, and joined the 
worshippers on Mount Gerizim. By these the Samaritans 
were at last brought to worship the true God alone, but the 
hatred between them and the Jews still continued unchanged. 

Manasseh, the son-in-law of Sanballat, was appointed high- 
priest to minister in this Temple, and with him were a regu- 
lar course of priests, as in the Temple at Jerusalem. 

Eliashib had now been dead some years, and from this 
time we hear little or nothing more of Nehemiah, after whose 
death no one succeeded to the office of governor of Judasa. 
Joiada was now the high-priest, and most likely succeeded 
to the power of the governor, under the control of the Pre- 
fect of Syria. 

Artaxerxes Mnemon succeeded Darius Nothus, in b.c. 404, 
and from that time to b.c. 358, the Hebrews enjoyed peace ; 
though their coasts were somewhat disturbed by the march 
of the Persian army advancing against the Greeks and 
Phoenicians who had revolted. Joiada had been succeeded 
by his son Jonathan, or John, who was now a cause of great 
trouble to the nation. His brother, Joshua, had become a 
great favourite of the Persian general Bagoses, and had been 
appointed by him high-priest. This enraged Jonathan, and 
he wickedly slew his brother in the inner court of the 
Temple. Bagoses the Persian, on hearing this, hastened to 
Jerusalem, and at once forced his way into the sanctuary. 
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though a Gentile ; exclaiming, Am I not as pure as the dead 
carcass which lies in your Temple ? 

The Jews were greatly offended at this profanation to 
their holy place, the outer court of which a Gentile could 
not enter; and murmured greatly at the penalty which 
Bagoses exacted of them for the murder of his friend. 

This was a tax of fifty drachmas on every animal offered 
in sacrifice ; and amounted, in the year, to upwards of forty 
thousand pounds* This they were obliged to pay for ^even 
years, while Bagoses was in office, until the death of Arta- 
xerxes, b.c. 359. 

Jonathan, nevertheless, remained still high-priest, though 
his people suffered the punishment due to his crime. The 
greater part of the Hebrew nation continued faithful to the 
Persian sovereign, though some Jews joined the rebels of 
Phoenicia against Ochus, who had succeeded Artaxerxes 
B.C. 359. Ochus immediately marched against Judssa, took 
Jericho (A) by storm, and sent the inhabitants captives into 
Egypt and Hyrcania. 

Jaddua succeeded Jonathan his father, in the eighteenth 
year of Ochus, b. c. 340 ; and during the short reign of Arses, 
his countrymen seem again to have been in a state of peace. 

Arses was the youngest son of Ochus, and had been made 
king by Bagoas the eunuch, after the murder of his father 
and all his elder brethren. 

During the reigns of .Artaxerxes and Ochus, Plato, the 
philosopher and disciple of Socrates, had fiourished in 
Greece, and died B.a 348. 

Some years before this, b.c. 356, was bom the hero Alex- 
ander (A) the Great, at Pella in Macedonia. He is worthy 
of being called great only as the conqueror of many coun« 
tries. When twenty years of age, he succeeded his father 
Philip on the throne of Macedon, and was master of all 
Greece. Jaddua was then high priest in Judaea, and Darius 
Godoinanus the Persian king. 

The empire of Persia had waxed very mighty, but the 
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time of its fall was now at hand. Alexander at the head of 
but a small army, and with but little treasure, crossed th6 
Hellespont, and on the banks of the Granicus, defeated the 
Persian force of five times his own strength. Manj pro- 
vinces of Asia Minor at once surrendered to him ; and not 
long after, at the battle of Issus, the Persians were again 
utterly defeated, upwards of 100,000 men being left dead 
upon the fidd. Such was the triumphant progress of Alex- 
ander. His empire is spoken of by Daniel the prophet as 
that of the leopard which was to overcome that of Persia, 
the bear. * 

All Syria now submitted to the Grecian conqueror, even 
to Damascus, where lay the treasures of the Persian king. 

All liie cities in Syria were summoned to pay some tribute 
to Alexander, and atnong them Jerusalem, to furnish provi- 
sions for his army while engaged at the siege of Tyre. 

Jaddua, who was then high-priesl^ answered that he was 
the servant of Darius ; and as chief magistrate of the nation, 
could not violate his oath of fidelity. This enraged Alex- 
ander, who replied, that he would soon, by the punishment 
of this daring priest, teach all others that he must be obeyed ; 
and as soon as lyre was taken, marched in his t^ger against 
the Holy City. 

Here all was terror and confusion. Sacrifices were 'now 
offered continually to the God whom they had served so 
carelessly, with the prayers of both priests and people. And 
He in mercy heard them, and prepared a deliverance by a 
way of which they knew not. 

In the night, when deep sleep falls upon men, the Lord 
appeared to Jaddua, and bade him be of good courage. As 
God directed him, Jaddua adorned the city in the most 
splendid manner, and prepared to go forth without fear to 
meet the conqueror. 

To the south of Jerusalem lies the Plain of Rephaim, and 

* Daniel, viL 5, 6. 
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irom its border, at a league's distance, the far off city of 
Jerusalem first appears. 

The road which crosses this plain passes close to the 
village of Sapha on a hill, from which the pilgrim may 
look down on the towers of the Holy City. Here, at midday, 
were assembled a vast body of expecting Jews. 

They looked across the wide plain, and gazed wistfuUy 
to catch the first glimpse of the approaching mon^ch who 
was coming to«take vengeance on them. 

At the head of those who thus gazed was Jaddaa himself, 
clad in his priestly robes of purjde and scarlet^ and on his 
head the mitre bearing the awful name of Jehovah. Be- 
hind him stood the crowd of attendant priests, all arrayed 
in solemn robes of office, and about them a multitude of 
affrighted citizens all clad in white. 

At length, far away in the distance, *was seen the sheen 
of armour, and the glancing of spears, as the Macedonian 
king drew nigh. 

Then silence came over that vast multitude, and every 
heart beat quickly^ as the approach of the en^ny was more 
certain. 

Nearer and nearer came the proud troops of Greece ; and 
there, on the hill-side, stood the people of the chosen race, 
waiting in silence their approach. And now Alexander 
himself may be seen, and his steed with proud arching 
neck. All eyes are fixed on him, with doubt, fear, and yet 
in hope. The high-priest alone remains calm and unmoved. 
And now the conqueror of the great Persian empire is close 
at hand. There is a halt among his troops, and he alone 
advances to meet the aged priest. He gazes in wonder at 
the mystical name on the golden plate of the mitre, and, to 
the wonder of all, salutes Jaddua with all reverence, as the 
servant of God. 

In a moment priests and citizens crowd round the con- 
queror, and with shouts of joy welcome his arrival. Alex- 
ander hereupon promises protection to the Holy City, and 
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once again the solemn procession winds its waj across the 
hill side, with solemn joy, to the Temple. Side by side rode 
the high-priest and the mighty monarch, and together, in 
the Holy Temple, offered sacrifice to Jehovah. 

So once more did Gk)d deliver his people. They were 
greatly amazed at the behaviour of Alexander when they 
saw him bow down before the high-priest, at Sapha; and 
still more when they heard his reason for doing so. " I do 
not," said he, " pay adoration to him, but to thai Crod whose 
priest he is. For I saw this very person in a dream, in this 
very habit, when I was at Dios, in Macedonia. And he, 
when I was considering within myself how to obtain the 
dominion of Asia, exhorted me to make no delay ; for that 
he would conduct my army, and give me dominion over the 
Persians. Thus having seen no other in this dress, and now 
seeing this person in it, and remembering this vision, I be- 
lieve that all things will succeed according to what is in my 
mind." 

Alexander then granted to the Jews all their requests : 
that they should have free exercise of their religion, pay no 
tribute in the Sabbatical year, and be ruled by their own 
laws. 

During the Sabbatical (every seventh) year, the lands of 
all the Jews lay fallow ; and the payment of taxes would 
then have been a great burden. 

The Samaritans, who made the same petition as the Jews 
had offered to Alexander, were not answered so favourably. 
Enraged at this, while Alexander was absent in Egypt, they 
set fire to the house of Andromachus, the Persian governor 
at Samaria, and he perished in the fiames. 

Furious at this treatment Alexander expelled the Sama- 
ritans from their city, and placed, in their stead, a colony of 
Macedonians. The Samaritans themselves took refuge in 
Schechem (Sychar), at the foot of Mount G^rizim ; and this 
afterwards became their capital. 

Victory still attended Alexander, who, having passed 
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through. Egypt as a conqueror, in the following year, b. o. 
331, again overthrew the Persians under Darius, and thus 
became master of all Asia.. Thirty days were spent at 
Babylon in riot and debauchery ; and from thence to Ferse-^ 
polis his march was one continued triumph. 

The whole Persian empire was overrun and subduecTin a 
wondrously short period, and in b. c. 329, Alexander's power 
extended from the Hellespont to Sogdiana*; and from 
India, in the East, to Egypt. 

But vast as his empire now was, the time was near at 
hand when it too was to fall, and be divided among others. 

In the midst of his victories, and in the prime of life, full 
of projects for the conquest of other nations, he died at 
Babylon, b. o. 323, a victim to his excessive debaucheries. 

Before his death he had determined to restore Babylon to 
its former greatness ; but the Jews who were in his army 
refused to assist in the erection of an idolatrous temple, and 
no force could compel them. 

After his death his empire was divided among his minis- 
ters and generals. 

Judsea fell to the lot of Laomedon, and he held it until it 
was wrested from him by Nicanor, a general of Ptolemy 
Soter, king of Egypt. 

Ptolemy was a wise and good king ; and when the short 
war in Judssa was over, the Jews gladly received him as 
their sovereign. 

But still Jerusalem refused to submit, fearing to break 
the oath of fidelity which had been taken to Laomedon. 

Ptolemy at once marched against it ; and attacking it on 
the Sabbath day, when the Jews refused even to defend 
themselves lest they should break the Mosaic Law, made 
himself master of the city almost without striking a blow. 

Not feeling secure in the possession of his new conquests, 
the conqueror carried away a vast number of the people into 

* Sogdiana, a country north of Parthia, east of the Caspian Sea. 
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Egypt^ and, among these, many Samaritans. These were 
chiefly quartered in Alexandria and Cyrene, while the re- 
mainder entered into the king's service, and were by him 
liberally and kindly treated. 

From the year b. o. 320 to 314, during which time the 
Jews remained subject to Ptolemy, it was a tranquil and 
happy season with them. But in the latter year, Antigonus, 
who had been commander-in-chief in Asia Minor, wrested 
from Ptolemy Palestine and Syida, and Judaea was filled 
with war and bloodshed for some time. 

Still the Holy City was spared, though many others w^e 
given up topUlage. 

Many of the Jews were, at this time, serving in the.army 
of Ptolemy, as they had been in that of Alexander ; and, in 
a history written at the time, one of these is mentioned by 
name. The troops were travelling on the banks of the Red 
Sea, and among them a Jewish soldier named Masollam. He 
was a brave strong man, and famous for his skill with the 
bow ; and though he had mixed much with the Greeks and 
Barbarians, still served the God of his fathers. In the course 
of their march, an augur, who pretended to divine from the 
flight of birds, seeing a crow perched on a tree called out to 
the troops to stop. 

Masollam immediately demanded the reason for this ; and 
the augur replied, that their, motions must depend on those 
of the bird. 

K he remained, they must remain; if he flew back, 
they must return ; but if he flew on, they might at once 
advance. 

On this, the Jew saying nothing bent his bow, and shot 
the bird, which fell dead to the earth. 

This enraged the augur and some among the troops, and 
they began to curse the Jew with many bitter words* 
<< Why," said he, " are ye so foolish as to care for this bird? 
As if he could give you wise directions for your journey, 
when he could not save his own life. Had he known what 
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was to happen, he would never have come here to be killed 
by the arrow of Masollam the Jew. 

It was while Antigonus was in power that an expedition 
was sent into the desert, to collect the asphalte * on the 
Dead Sea. The Arabs who possessed all the neighbouring 
country then, still hold it, and are still the same wild and 
powerful people they ever were : descendants of him whose 
hand was *^ against every man, and every man's hand against 
him." f These having possession of the wild desert, and being 
well used to all the trials and hardships of desert life, were 
more than a match for the strongest force that could be 
brought against them. 

It is a terrible and gloomy region that surrounds the 
Dead Sea. The endless sands yidd nothing but stunted 
shrubs ; and after a few days' journey from the border of the 
desert, even these fail, and then there ia nothing but sand ; 
hills of sand and valleys of sand, worn away by the last 
storm — dry, barren, and scorched by the burning sun. 

The sea itself lies, as you see by the map, to the east of 
Judaea, dividing the country on that side from Moab. Its 
waters stretch away into the southern desert, and around it 
on every side lie dark gloomy hiUs. There lie the doomed 
cities, shut in for ever, a monument of God's wrath and 
just indignation.:^ They were once proud cities of the 
plain; they are now but a still, sluggish,, and dead lake of 
gloomy water. 

Few birds cross its waters, and not an insect is to be 
seen humming though the hot still air. No green grass 
springs up from the parched earth, and not a weed shows its 
scanty leaves on the hill side. All is dead and desolate. 

The few trees to be seen are the naked and lifeless ones 
borne down into the lake by the last flood in the Jordan, 
which falls into its northern point 

The waters of the sea appear bright but clear, though 

* Asphalte. f Gen. xtL 12. ^ Gen. xix. 24. 
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they are filled with mineral salts and bitumen. But they 
are of a bitter and burning taste, and no cattle will drink of 
them. Such is the Dead Sea, to which an expedition was 
sent to collect the asphalte. 

But the Arabs annoyed the labourers so much that the 
undertaking was given up, having utterly failed. 

After the defeat and death of Antigonus at the battle of 
Ipsus, B. c. 301, Palestine again fell to the lot of Ptolemy, 
and for many succeeding years the Jews lived in peace and 
tranquillity. 

The kingdom of Ptolemy comprised Libya, Egypt) Arabia 
Petrsea^ Palestine, and Goele- Syria ; while the remainder of 
Alexander's great empire was divided between Seleucus, 
Cassander, and Lysimachus. 

These four, each of whom governed with tojbI power, 
were the princes spoken of as the four horns of tiie he-goat, 
which sprang up after the great horn was broken. Daniel, 
vm. 8. 21, 22. 
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CHAPTER m. 

PEBSECUTION AND OPPBESSION OF THE JEWS. 

Onias the high-priest died soon after Antigonus, and was 
succeeded by his son, Simon the Just. 

This Simon was famous for his holiness of life and the 
justice of his rule, as well as for having collected and revised 
the books of Holy Scripture. 

The genealogy of David the king, in the first Book of 
Chronicles, reaches to the year 300, and seems to have been 
added by Simon himself, b. c. 292. 

He continued in office about nine years, being succeeded 
by his brother Eleazar, his son Onias being not yet old 
enough to become high-priest. 

During this period colonies of Jews were established 
beyond the borders of Palestine, especially in Alexandria, 
where the Ptolemies conferred on them many privileges. 
Many settled at Antioch, on the river Antioch, to the north 
of Syria, of which it was the capital ; and there they con- 
tinued even after the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Eleazar continued the high-priest for fifteen years, and 
during this time we know but little of the history of the 
Jews. 

Ptolemy Lagus, or Soter, who died b, c. 282, had treated 
the Jews with great favour, and allowed Simon the high- 
priest to fortify the Temple, and buUd round it the high 
fortress of the walL* This was a great privilege to a con- 
quered nation. 

But Ptolemy Philadelphus, who succeeded him, went 
beyond this, and having redeemed all the captive Jews in 
Egypt by a grant from his treasury, sent to the Holy 

• Eceles. i. 1, S. 

c 
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Temple at Jerusalem a splendid present of golden vessels, 
for the sacred services. 

In his reign a translation of the Hebrew Scripture into 
the Greek language was made by order of the king for the 
use of the Jews in Egypt who were not acquainted with the 
Chaldee tongue. This translation took the name of the 
Septuagint (Latin for " Seventy ") from its having been 
approved of by the seventy-two elders of the Jewish San- 
hedrim at Alexandria. 

Euei^etes succeeded Ptolemy Philadelphus, B. c. 247, and 
during his reign began a troublous time for Judasa* 

Manasseh, the uncle of Simon the Just, had succeeded 
Eleazar in the high-priesthood, and was followed by Onias 11. 
(250 B. c), then old enough to assume that office himself. 
He was a sordid and avaricious man, and his love of money 
now brought misfortune upon his country. 

Ptolemy had before this ravaged part of Syria, and taken 
possession of the whole of Syria, in revenge for the murder 
of Bemioe his sister, the wife of Antiochus. * He marched 
from province to province, levying heavy taxes as he went, 
until a rebellion in Egypt forced him to return to his own 
country. 

Notwithstanding this, however, he was a just and humane 
king, and treated the Jews with great kindness. 

On his return from victory in the east, he entered Jeru- 
salem in triumph, and ofibred sacrifices and gifts in the 
Temple, to the great joy of the Jews. But this happy state 
of things did not last long. Before this, it had been usual 
for the high-priest to pay to the royal treasury a tax of 
twenty talents of silver ; and this tax Onias now refused to 
pay. Euergetes sent again and demanded it, with a l^reat, 
that if it were not paid, he would seize on the land and 
colonize it with soldiers. 

Hie people were filled with fear and ccmstemation, but 
the covetous high-priest still refused to rrfund the tax, 
though many years had passed away since it was last paid. 
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At length Joseph, a nephew of the high-priest, a prudent 
and active young man, tried to persuade him of the danger 
and folly of his conduct. But for some time in vain. He 
begged him, if he would not pay the tribute, to go down to 
Egypt and plead with the king on behalf of the Jews, and 
offer his own defence ; but to no purpose. The high-priest 
Infused, and, with great difficulty, was at last persuaded to 
send Joseph himself to court, if possible, to appease the 
angry king. 

The whole body of the Jews seem to have been as fond of 
money as Onias, for not one would lend Joseph sufficient for 
the expenses of his journey, because the law forbade them 
to take usury on what they lent. 

Joseph was therefore forced to borrow money of the 
Samaritans. He travelled into Egypt with a caravan, in 
which were several rich Syrians and Phoenicians. They 
were going to Alexandria to obtain from Ptolemy the farming 
of the revenues of Judaea ; which were sold to the highest 
bidder, who had all the trouble and expense of collecting 
the taxes, and was bound to pay to the king the full sum at 
which he had taken them. 

On the appointed day, the highest sum bid for the taxes of 
Cosle-Syria, Phoenicia, Samaria, and Judsea, was 8000 talents. 
Joseph, who had used his time well in Alexandria, and 
procured favour from the king on behalf of his country, 
denounced this offer as an unjust one, and at once offered 
double the sum. Being asked for securities, he named the 
king and queen, promising, also, to add to his first offer all 
the goods that might be seized for n^lect of payment. His 
frank offer pleased the king, and was at once accepted, and 
Joseph, instead of going back to Judsea in disgrace, returned 
with a guard of 2000 men, to enforce the collection of the 
tribute. 

The first city visited by Joseph was Askelon, where the 
inhabitants not only refused payment of the tribute, but 
added insult to their refusals 

c 2 
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The new collector at once seized oh twenty of their chief 
men, and having put them to death, sent 1000 talents out of 
their property to the king. 

Few cities dared to rebel after this, and Joseph continued 
in office for upwards of twenty years. 

Onias IL was succeeded in the priesthood by Simon IL, 
B. c. 217, about the time of Joseph's own death. Four 
years before this, Ptolemy Euergetes had been succeeded by 
his son, Philopater, a weak and profligate prince, who for 
several years was engaged in almost continual warfare with 
the kings of Syria. Judaea suffered much during this period 
from the inroads of both parties, falling at one time into the 
power of Ptolemy, and at another into that of Antiochus. 

In the year 211 b. c, Ptolemy gained a great victory 
over Antiochus, and the cities of the whole Syrian territory 
sent ambassadors to pay homage to the Egyptian king. 
The Jews, therefore, failed not to pay him this respect, and 
Ptolemy, pleased with their loyalty, visited Jerusalem, and 
offered sacrifice and gifts in the Temple. Not content with 
entering the Temple, the king wished to make his way into 
the Holy of Holies, where none even of the Jews, save the 
priests, were permitted. But in this he was withstood by 
Simon, the high-priest, who earnestly entreated him not to 
violate the sanctuary. Giving no heed, however, to the 
priest, the king forced his way into the inner court, where 
he was suddenly seized by such a wild, deep terror, that he 
rushed forth from the Temple more dead than alive. 

He returned at once to Alexandria, and there it is said 
took vengeance on the Jews, forbidding all to enter his 
palace who did not sacrifice to his gods. This prevented 
them from approaching his presence to seek for justice or 
favour. 

To this they submitted, and were next ordered to be 
branded with the mark of an ivy-leaf, sacred to Bacchus ; 
while those who refused to join in his idolatrous wotship 
were to be degraded to the lowest rank of citizen. Very 
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few, however, complied even then ; and Ptolemy, more en- 
laged than before, exercised yet greater cruelties upon them. 

Thousands were seized and sent in chains from Egypt to 
Alexandria, and there shut into a horse circle, to be killed 
by elephants. 

Two days passed away, and the wretched Jews awaited 
in terror the hour of death* During this time, the king 
was so sunk in drunkenness and debauchery as to be unable 
to be present at their execution. On the third day, how- 
ever, he came attended by thousands of his courtiers and 
citizens. 

But, strange to say, the elephants, instead of attacking 
tiie persecuted Jews, rushed upon the cold-blooded spectators; 
many of whom perished in attempting to escape. The king 
was greatly amazed at this, and confessing that the hand of 
God had delivered them, released the Jews, and restored 
them to their former rights. 

He did not long survive this event, but died b.c. 204, 
i^ed 37, worn out by continual drunkenness and excesses. 

His son Epiphanes was then but a child, and unable to 
ascend the throne. 

'Antiochus the Great, then king of Syria, at once took 
advantage of this, and invaded Palestine. Here he found 
the Jews ready to assist him against Egypt, for they were 
worn out by the cruelties of Ptolemy, and remembered his 
violation of their Temple. The Egyptian troops were driven 
out from many of the cities, and those of Antiochus admitted. 
For a time all went well. Many taxes were removed, and 
Jewish slaves throughout his dominion were released. 

But meanwhile the young Epiphanes had applied to the 
Romans for aid. 

The power of Rome was just then spreading over the 
world, and Antiochus was ordered to restore all the terri- 
tory which had been taken from Egypt. . This he refused to 
do, and war was at once declared. Antiochus was aided by 
Hannibal, the great and brave general of the Carthaginians, 

c 3 
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but the victorious Romans prevailed; Jadaea was recon- 
quered, and a garrison stationed in Jerusalem by Scopas, 
the Egyptian general. 

This, however, was but for a short time. Antiochns was 
absent from Syria when this invasion took place, being en. 
gaged in a war with Attains, king of Pergamus, in Asia Minor. 
On his return, however, the Jews, who had suffered much 
firom the cruelty of Scopas the Egyptian, received Antiochus 
with great joy, and gladly assisted him to drive out the 
Egyptian troops. 

Shortly after this Simon IL died ; and was succeeded by 
OniasIIL 193 b.g. 

About the same time Judaea once more fell under the 
dominion of Egypt ; it being given as a dowry by AAtiochus 
to his daughter Cleopatra, when she was married to Ptolemy 
Epiphanes. 

In the eighth year of Onias, Antiochus was slain by the 
inhabitants of Elymais, who were enraged with him for 
plundering the Temple of Belus, b.c. 187. Seleucus Philo- 
pater, his son, who succeeded to the throne, was in a great 
strait how to raise money for the payment of the Roman 
tribute. While thus situated he heard that inmiense trea- 
sures were concealed in the Temple at Jerusalem. Of this 
he was informed by Simon, the governor of the Temple, who 
having quarrelled with Simon, the high-priest, fled from 
Jerusalem, and thus sought to avenge himself upon Onias. 

His officer Heliodorus, at the head of a body of troops, 
was at once sent to Jerusalem, to seize on the treasure^ and 
bring it to the capital, Antioch. 

The whole city was filled with terror when the cause of 
his arrival was at length declared. - Prayers and supplica- 
tions were all in vain. Heliodorus fixed a day for entering 
the Temple, and would listen to no entreaties of the afflicted 
priests or people. But Grod was about to deliver them 
again in a way of which they knew not When Heliodorus 
at the head of his guards was forcing his way into the trea- 
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stiry, there suddenly appeared to him '< a horse with a ter- 
rible rider upon him with a fair covering, and he ran fiercely 
and smote at Heliodorus with his fore feet, and his harness 
was as a harness of gold.** Two other wondrous forms 
also appeared and scourged him with many stripes ; so that 
Heliodorus fell suddenly to the earth, and was compassed 
with great darkness. 

He was carried out by his soldiers, and besought Onias to 
-pray for him, that his health might be restored. 

The quarrel between Simon and Onias was not yet at aii 
end, and the strife between the two parties in Jerusalem 
ran so high that bloodshed followed, and many were killed 
on both sides. The whole affair was at length laid before 
king Seleucus himself, and Simon banished from Judaea. 

In the eleventh year of the reign of Seleucus, he sent his 
only son Demetrius to Rome as a hostage, and recalled his 
own brother Antiochus. Heliodorus now seeing that the 
heir to the crown was out of the way, resolved to seize the 
kingdom for himself, and thereupon poisoned the king An- 
tiochus. Antiochus Epiphanes, the brother of the poisoned 
king, hearing of what the usurper had done, by the help of 
his allies dethroned Heliodorus, and seized the kingdom, 
while the real heir, Demetrius, was absent at Rome. An- 
tiochus now took the title of Epiphanes, or illustrious, a 
title which he in no way deserved. 

This is the king spoken of by the prophet Daniel (xi, 21.), 
where he says that ^^ a vile. person shall stand up " in the 
estate of the kingdom, which he should obtain by flatteries. 
He is spoken of by every writer of the age as a vile unwor- 
thy king, and by his flattering speeches persuaded Eumenes 
of FergamuB and Attains to assist him in gaining possession 
of the kingdom. 

One of the first acts of his reign was a wicked one. 
Joshua, the brother of the high-priest, secretly entered 
Antioch, and ofiered Antiochus a bribe of three hundred 

* 3 Maee. ill 25—27. 
c 4 
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talents to depose Onias, and appoint him to the office* 
Antiochus accepted the bribe, appointed Jason (or Joshua) 
high-priest, and banished Onias from Jerusalem, where 
his brother feared that his presence would frustrate his own 
wicked schemes. 

Joshua had taken the Greek name of Jason to please the 
Greeks, and now sought to introduce some of their manners 
and customs at Jerusalem. He erected a g^nasium or 
place of exercise, as well as a training-school for the young ; 
while such as distinguished themselves in the school were 
rewarded with the freedom of Antioch.* His next step was 
to furnish the students with money for offering to the Tyrian 
Hercules, instead of to the Grod of their fathers, who had 
done such great things for them. Thus the wicked Jason 
endeavoured to corrupt his countrymen, and lead them to 
the worship of false gods, and the love of an abandoned 
people. Priests and people were not slow to follow this 
wicked teaching. The services of the Temple were neglected, 
and the whole city increased in iniquity, which at last drew 
upon the Jews the fearful anger of their God. Ptolemy 
Philometer, the young king of Egypt, was now, B.a 173, of 
full age, and succeeded to his father's throne. He at once 
determined to recover Palestine from the hands of Antiochus, 
who had retained possession of it with Coele-Syria and Phos- 
nicia. War was declared, and Antiochus sailed to Jpppa to 
examine his frontiers towards Egypt. Now also he visited 
Jerusalem, and was received by Jason and the people with 
every mark of respect. 

Jason had wickedly held office for three years, but was 
now to meet with a traitor's fate. His own brother Onios, 
who had also taken a Greek name, Menelaus, having carried 
the tribute to Antioch, offered the covetous Antiochus a 
further bribe of three hundred talents if he would name 
him to the office of high-priest. 

* They bad all the rights of a citizen of Antioch, as Su Paul had 
those of Rome, though born at Tarsus. 
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Antiochns took the bribe, and gave the office to Onias. 

He, having returned to Jerusalem, was joined by several 
powerful men of the city ; but still, not being strong enough 
to drive Jason out of Jerusalem, was obliged to return to 
Antioch. There he and his party solemnly renounced their 
own religion, and wickedly declared that they would use 
every means to lead their countrymen to the idolatry of the 
Greeks. 

Upon this Antiochus provided him with a band of sol- 
diers, and by their help Jason was driven from Jerusalem 
and obliged to take refuge among the Ammonites. 

But Menelaus had failed in paying the bribe of three 
hundred talents, and was summoned to appear before the 
king at Antioch. 

Antiochus was in Asia when he arrived, and meanwhile 
Menelaus sent word to Lysimachus, his deputy at Jerusalem, 
to take some of the sacred vessels of gold from the Temple, 
and sell them at Tyre. 

This was done, and sufficient money raised to pay the 
bribe, and to procure the favour of Andronicus, the gover- 
nor, during the king's absence. 

This greatly enraged the few pious Jews, who were left 
at .Jerusalem, and especially the banished Onias, then at 
Antioch. But the wickedness of Menelaus went even be- 
yond this, and by his means Onias was seized on and put to 
death. Andronicus was bribed to commit this murder by 
Menelaus, but did not long survive the crime. Antiochus, 
on his return from Syria, having heard what had happened, 
at once ordered Andronicus to be executed. 

In Jerusalem Lysimachus, the deputy who had plundered 
the Temple, met with an equally sudden falL The people, 
justly incensed against him, rose in a body, and having over- 
come a large body of troops, called in to his assistance, slew 
him in the treasury of the Temple. 

Menelaus himself was now accused before the king at 
Tyre, and had nothing to trust in but bribery and intrigue. 

c 5 
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LyslmacbnSy to whom he again sent for more gold, had 
perished in the treasury ; but still Menelaus, by the promise 
of money to Antiochus, managed to escape, and the three 
Jews who had been sent to accuse him were put to death 
in his stead. Antiochus wickedly acted thus, though the 
tr^tor Menelaus had been justly convicted of his crimes. 

AU Jerusalem was filled with horror and dismay when 
this news reached the city ; for the Jews now saw what a 
tyrant had gained the mastery of them. 

They therefore rejoiced when a report of the death of Anti- 
ochus reached the city ; and Jason at once made an attempt 
to recover the office of high-priest. He had driven Mene- 
laus into the citadel ; when he suddenly heard, that, so far 
from Antiochus being dead, he was then marching upon the 
city. Terrified at this^ he at once gave up all hope of suc- 
cessy and wandering from place to place, at last perished 
miserably in obscurity. Antiochus had heard of the joyous 
manner in which the news of his death had been received 
by the Jews, and now marched against them in great fury. 

Forty thousand Jews are said to have perished in the three 
days' pillage and massacre which followed, and the impious 
Menelaus himself guided the heathen king into the holy 
place of the Temple. 

Here a sow, the abomination of the Jews, was offered on 
the altar, .and broth made from its flesh sprinkled over every 
part of the sanctuary, to defile it utterly, b. c. 169 — 170. 

Of aU the sad troubles yet fallen upon the Jews this was 
the most grievous ; people of all ranks were deeply sunk in 
horror at the abominations committed in the Temple of 
Jehovah, and the city was filled with mourning and lamen- 
tation. 

The career of Antiochus, however, was not yet finished. 
Having returned to Syria from Egypt, where his designs 
had failed, he again vented his rage upon the unhappy 
Jews. ApoUonius was sent at the head of 20,000 men to 
besiege Jerusalem. 
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He entered the city without opposition, and remaining 
quiet until the next Sabbath, fell upon the helpless Jews, 
slew aU that were met in the streets, and gave Jerusalem up 
to pillage. Old men and maidens, women and children, 
were thus murdered in cold blood ; the city was set on fire, 
and the walls partly destroyed. The Temple alone escaped. 

On the ruins of the city Apollonius erected a fortress, 
which overlooked the neighbourhood, and gave him complete 
control over the Temple. The public services of religion 
could no longer be performed, the daily sacrifice ceased, and 
the city was desolate, b. c. 167. 

The rite of circumcision itself was forbidden, and women 
who disregarded this cruel edict were throwQ headlong from 
the castle ramparts. 

Altars and idols were set up in the streets oi Jerusalem, 
and the people everywhere forced to worship and offer sacri- 
fice. 

Few but the most abandoned of the Jews obeyed this 
command to forsake the worship of the true God ; and the 
greater body of the people who could escape, fled into the 
neighbouring wilds and deserts, rather than become idolaters. 

All the cities of Judsaa were thus defiled, and the Jews 
everjTwhere oppressed and insulted. 

All copies of the Law were seized tmd buriied, and the 
Holy Feast of the Tabernacles abolished. 

In its place drunken feasts and orgies in honour of Bac- 
chus were celebrated, and every Jew that could be seized on, 
and was not rich enough to bribe his persecutors, was com- 
pelled to take a part in them, and wear garlands of ivy. 
. To enforce these cruel orders, b^nds of soldiers were sent 
by the tyrant into every city and town throughout the king- 
dom, and all who resisted were instantly put to death. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THS AfiUONEAN DELIVBREBS. 

This was the most furious persecution which the Hebrews 
had jet suffered. But stiU, very few of the Jews renounced 
their religion to serve the false gods of Syria. 

To the west of Jerusalem lay the city of Modin, and to 
this an officer of Antiochus was now sent to execute his 
master's orders. Mattathias, one of the chief inhabitants, 
was a priest of the family of Isarib, and greatgrandson 
of AsmonoBus*, fr(»n whom the family took their name. 
Apelles was the officer sent to Modin, and he now en- 
deavoured to persuade Mattathias to offer sacrifice to the 
Greek idol. This the aged priest refused to do ; and when 
a Jew stepped forward from among the people, and offered 
to obey Apelles, Mattathias instantly struck him dead, upon 
the spot. Apelles and his followers met with a like fate 
from the sons of Mattathias ; and the idolatrous altar was 
pulled down. Having performed this daring act, Mattathias 
and his sons fled at once into the wilderness, where they 
were soon joined by many of their brethren who had deter- 
mined to serve the true €rod. 

The Samaritans ha4 escaped much of the cruel treatment 
of the Jews, by forsaking the worship of Jehovah, and 
professing to be idolaters, as the Greeks were. So that now 

* Asmoneus 
Simon 

I 

John 
MattathiasL 
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between Jews, and Samaritans^ and Greeks there was a 
bitter hatred. 

Open war was at once declared between Antiochus and 
the followers of Mattathias, who went from city to city 
pulling down the altars and images of idols, and putting to 
death the leaders of the Greek party who had led away 
their brethren into sin. 

By the law of Moses Jews were forbidden to bear arms 
or defend themselves on the Sabbath day, but now, finding 
themselves constantly attacked on that day, they were obliged 
to issue a decree that it was lawful, if assaulted, to fight on 
the Sabbath day ; and this decree was observed throughout 
all the wars which followed. 

Thus bravely fought Mattathias for the honour of his 
God, and the good of his native land. But his career was 
but a short one. In the midst of victory he died, b. o« 166, 
worn out with old age and the toils of office* 

Judas, his youngest and bravest son, succeeded to the 
comfaiand of the troops, having Simon, his elder brother, for 
a councillor. 

He took the surname of Maccabasus (A), or Hammerer^ 
probably firom some Hebrew words on his banner, <^ Mi 
camo-ea Baalim Jehovah,^ Who is like unto thee among the 
Gods, O Jehovah ! 

All his followers were known by the name of Maccabees, 
and he himself kept the title of Judas MaccabsBus throughout 
the conflict which followed. 

Apollonius, the general of Antiochus, at once marched 
against him at the head of an army of 6000 men. But the 
Maccabees fought not only for their lives but for their God, 
and victory was theirs. Apollonius was utterly defeated, 
and perished on the field of battie ; his baggage and arms 
falling into the hands of the enemy. 

Seron, the governor of Coele- Syria, who next marched 
against them, met with a like fate, leaving 800 of his soldiers 
dead on the plain. 



38 mSTOST OF THE JEWS. 

Thus the hands, of the Jews were strengthened to the war, 
and the stores of their conquered foes supplied them with 
new weapons^ and fresh vigour for the fight 

- Antiochus was meanwhile wasting away his time in idle 
dehaucherj at Daphne ; but hearing of the repeated victories 
of the Maccabees, now sent an immense army under Nicanor, 
Ptolemy, and Grorgias, three of his generals^ which he hoped 
would utterly crash the Jewish power. 

But Judas was still victorious. With a force not nearly 
equal to that of his enemies, he boldly met them near 
Emmaus, slew 8000 of the troops of Georgias, and routed 
the remainder. 

The troops of Nicanor and Lysias were increased to 
upwards of 60,000 during the following year, but still the 
brave Maccabees triumphed, and the Syrians were forced to 
retire to Antiodi with a loss of many thousands. 

Meanwhile Judas employed himself in repairing the Tem- 
ple at Jerusalem, repairing the city walls, and fortifying Acra. 

The fury of Antiochus at hearing these disasters 'was 
beyond all bounds. The sacrifice which he had interrupted 
was, after an interval of three years, again commenced ; the 
Holy Place was purified, and a solenm feast ordained to 
commemorate the happy event.* The Jewish arms were 
everywhere victorious, not only against the Syrians, but 
also against the Idumaeans who possessed the south of 
Judsea, and the Ammonites, who with their chief Timotheus 
were utterly defeated, and forced from all their strongholds 
in the country round Jazer.f 

But these successes raised up fresh enemies against the 
Jews. Many of the infidel tribes dwelling beyond Jordan 
lost friends and relations in these victories, and now re- 
venged themselves by putting to death all Jews who dwelt 
in their territory, and making slaves of their wives and 
children* 

The Syrian governors did all they could to encourage 

* This was like the Feast of Dedication. f 2 Mace. x. S4. 
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these heatliens in their attack upon the Jews, while Judas 
.did all in his power to assist his suffering countrymen. 
Many captive Jews were released from bondage by him, 
and wil^ their families brought in safety to Jerusalem. 

In the midst of all this bloodshed and misery, however, 
AntiochuB Epiphanes, hearing of the Jewish victories and 
the defeat of the Syrians in Persia, marched in great fury 
against Judaoa, saying that he would make of it one immense 
cemetery. But death was at hand, and this wicked king 
being seized with a sudden disease on his march to Judasa, 
perished miserably at Tabs, on the border of Persia, b. c. 
163. 

He died miserably, in great torture of mind and body, 
having been a faitMess and wicked king, false to the very 
gods he worshipped ; and a despiser of the one true God 
J^ehovah, whose Temple he had defiled. He was succeeded 
by his son, Antiochus Eupator, a child of only nine years. 
For a short time after the death of Antiochus, the Jews 
were kindly treated by the governor of Syria, but this was 
but for a short time only. 

Lysias again invaded Judasa, but vpithout the slightest 
success. But though this was the case, Acra was in the 
hands of the Syrians ; and from this height of Mount Zion 
continual inroads were made upon the persecuted race of 
Israel. 

Judas besieged the fortress, but without success. Some 
apostate Jews were within it> and these secretly retired to 
Antioch, and there encouraged Lysias and the young king to 
make a fresh war against Judaea. 

An immense army was raised against Judas, which he 
dared not openly oppose; but attacking them unprepared 
by night near Bethsura, slew great numbers of them and 
retired in safety. Shortly after this he was driven back 
into Jerusalem, the fortifications of which he now strength- 
ened. 

Menelaus, the faithless and abandoned high-priest, had 
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perished not long after Antiochns himself, being put to 
death at Berhoea (Aleppo), a cit7 of Syria. Alcimna> who 
sacceeded him» was no less wicked ; while Onias, the right 
heir to the holy office, retired in disgost to Egypt, where he 
established a new priesthood*, and was himself high-priest. 

The Jews were now in great distress. Jerusalem was 
closely besieged, and could not long have held out, when 
news fortunately reached the Syrians that Philip the r^ent 
had invaded Syria, and seized upon Antioch, the capital.f 
Upon this Lysias, the Syrian general, made a treaty of 
peace with the besieged ; but, having entered the d^, vio- 
lated the terms of his treaty, broke down the city walls, and 
retired to Antioch. 

About this time Demetrius, the son of Seleucus, returned 
from Rome, where he had been kept as a hostage^ and, land-, 
ing on the coast of Syria, laid claim to his father's throne. 
The soldiers of Antiochus, believing that Demetrius was 
supported by the power of Rome, forsook the standard of 
their king in great numbers, and joined that of his enemy. 
Antiochus, Eupator, and Lysias delivered themselves into 
the hands of the conqueror, and were immdeiately put to 
death. 

Meanwhile fresh troubles were coming on the unhappy 
Jews at Jerusalem. They had refused to acknowledge the 
apostate Alcimus as high- priest^ and he put himself at the 
head of all the rebellious and discontented in the dty, and 
made complaint against Judas before the king. He took the 
part of Alcimus, and sent an army into Judasa under Bac- 
chides, b. c. 161. 

He was, for the time, victorious, and thinking the country 
subdued, returned to Antioch. But immediately after his 
departure, Judas marched through the land, and everywhere 
punished the apostate Jews. 

Alcimus, whose authority as high-priest was nowhere 

* 2 Mace. liiL S. 8., xit. 3. 

f Philip was ^pointed Regent on the death of A. Epiphanes. 
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acknowledged, was again forced to apply to the king for 
help. A second army was sent into Judsea under Nicanor, 
who ravaged the whole country, and put great numbers to 
the sword. 

But he too,< at length, was overcome by the Maccabsean 
Judas, who routed his army of 2,500 men, cut off his head 
and right hand, and carried them in triumph to Jerusalem. 
The day on which this great battle was fought was the Idth 
of Adajr (March); and for this cause the people rejoiced 
greatly, and they kept that day a day of great gladness. 
Moreover, they ordained to keep yearly this day. Thus the 
land of Judah was in rest for a little while. — (1 Maccabees, 
vii. 25.) 

In this time of peace Judas strengthened himself by 
making an alliance with the Romans. 

His embassy was sent to Rome, and *^ the matter,** it is 
said in the Book of Maccabees, ** pleased the Romans well.*' 
They promised to help the Jews whenever they should re- 
quire assistance, and sent conmiand to Demetrius to make 
no further inroads on Judsea. But while the embassy was 
on its way to Rome, " a long journey,** • the brave Judas 
fell nobly fighting for his country. His troops had, by de- 
grees, deserted from him until 800 only remained, and 
having, with these few faithful followers, attacked the large 
army of Bacchides, he and his gallant troop were almost 
entirely cut to pieces, b. c. 160. 

The whole country was soon completely overrun by Sjrrian 
troops, and every follower of the faithful Judas put to the 
sword. 

The apostate Jews and discontented rebels of every na- 
tion, who had sided with Alcimus, now again increased in 
power. 

Bacchides, the Syrian general, conferred on them many 
offices of trust, which they held with great tyranny and in- 
justice. 

* Maoc vii. 
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JcMialliaii, the younger brother of Jiida% who had, at Ua 
death, been chosen captain, was now driven into the wilder- 
neafi, constantly moving for safety firom place to place. Here 
he was set on by the wandering tribes of Arabs* who^ in a 
country which they well knew, well armed and fnmiahed 
with provisiim, were more than a match for the worn-oat 
and persecuted Jews. 

Driven from this wilderness of Thekoe^ Jonathan took re- 
fuge in the marshes beyond the Jordan, which then over- 
flowed its banks. But even here he was not secure. 

Bacchides attacked him on the Sabbath ; and though the 
Jews fought bravely, they were overcome by numbers^ and 
escaped only by swimming across the Jordan. 

Hie casUe on Mount Zion was now seized on by Bac- 
chides, and many of the Jews kept there as hostages ; while 
the whole of the neighbouring country was garrisoned by 
Syrian troops. 

Alcimus was now high-priest, and his power bemg con- 
firmed, he determined to make the worship oi the true Grod 
as much like that of the heathens as possible. He broke 
down the lower wall which separates l&e court of the Gen- 
tiles from the court of the Israelites, — within which no 
uncircumcised person was allowed to come. 

But Grod smote him for this wickedness. He was seized 
Yfiih the cramp and died in great agony, b. c. 160. 

Letters now came from the Boman senate forbidding 
Demetrius to continue the war in Judaea, and Bacchides was 
recalled. 

This was the rest spoken of in the Book of Maccabees, 
which lasted about two years. 

At the end of that time the apostate Jews having per- 
suaded Bacchides again to invade Judasa, conspired against 
Jonathan, and at length forced him to retire into the 
wilderness. Fifty of the chief conspirators were seized and 
put to death by Jonathan, but the forces which Bacchides 

* Arabs, see Appendix. 
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brought against him were very powerfal, while his own 
were few and weakened ; so that he could not oppose the in- 
vading army in the open field. But in the desert it was far 
otherwise. Here the old ruined fortress of Bethbasi was 
thoroughly repaired, and defied all the strength which the 
Syrians could bring against it. 

The troops of Bacchides began to suffer greatly from the 
sallying forth of the besieged, and were at length compelled 
to quit the desert, having broken up the siege in despair. 
The Syrian general, furious ^t his loss, put to death the 
Jewish rebels who had persuaded him to undertake the in- 
vasion, and was glad to agree to the terms which Jonathan 
now offered. 

The king Demetrius had now given himself up to a life 
of sloth and indolence, in the new palace which he had built 
near Antioch. 

He cared little for the good of his subjects, and refused 
to receive either complaint or petition which they offered. 
Thus they became discontented, and were easily led to form 
a plot against the king, in which three neighbouring sove- 
reigns joined, They brought forward a young man named 
Alexander Balas, who pretended to be a son of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, and laid claim to the crown of Syria. 

The senate at Borne aided him in this claim, and he, 
having collected a large body of troops, landed at Ptolemais, 
and marched against Demetrius. 

This at length thoroughly alarmed Demetrius, and he 
roused himself to meet his rival in the field. 

Both sides wished to have Jonathan as their friend and 
ally, and Demetrius at once wrote, offering to make him 
governor of Judaea, with power to levy troops, and at the 
same time promising to release the Jewish hostages. The 
Syrian troops withdrew from Judaea ; and Jonathan, whose 
power was greatly increased, fortified Jerusalem and rebuilt 
the city walls. 

Alexander, on this, wrote to Jonathan offering yet more 
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than Demetrius. He sent to bim a crawn of gold, and 
purple robe, appointed him high-priest, and saluted him as 
his equal in power. 

Jonathim received the offers of both, without openly join-* 
ing either party. 

Since the time of Cyrus the office of high-priest had re- 
mained in the family of Jozadak, but it now passed into that 
of the Asmoneans, who held it until the time of Herod. 

Demetrius now redoubled his offers ; but the Jews, who 
remembered his former tyranny, feared to trust him, and 
Jonathan became the ally of Alexander. 

The contest between the two kings still continued, but at 
last ended in a decisive battle, b. c. 160. 

In this the army of Demetrius was utterly routed, and he 
himself killed ; '^ the battle continuing very sore until the 
sun went down, and Demetrius being slain.*** 

Thus Alexander became king of Syria, and having 
married Cleopatra, a daughter of Ptolemy of Egypt, as- 
cended the throne with great pomp. 

Jonathan paid homage to the two kings at Ptolemais, 
where the marriage was celebrated, and was well received 
by both. 

Alexander himself now became almost as debauched and 
vicious as Demetrius had been. He gave himself up to 
pleasure, while his favourite had all the power of a king. 
But he too was at length roused from this carelessness, and 
forced to take arms against the son of the late king. 

Meanwhile Jonathan took the field against Apollonius, 
the governor of Coele-Syria, subdued him in a pitched bat- 
tle, and conquered Azotus, or Ashdod. Having burnt this 
city to the ground, he retire^ in great triumph to Jerusalem, 
laden with spoils of his enemies. 

For this faithful service, Alexander presented him with 
the gold chain of a prince, and bestowed on him the city 
Ekron. 

* 1 Mace. X. 50. 
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Thus the Jews prospered in Judasa, while in Egypt, 
where many had settled under 'Ptolemy, their good fortune 
was even greater. • 

Onias, the son of the high-priest Onias UL, who had 
escaped into Egypt, had been made commander-in-chief of 
the army; while another Jew, Doritheus, was second in- 
command. 

These two now petitioned the king that he would give 
permission to their coimtrymen to erect a temple in Egypt 
like to that at Jerusalem. This, they said, would be a 
great benefit to them, and of no less service to the king, as 
it would induce many Jews to seek for refuge and settle in 
Egypt. 

Their request was granted, and a Temple at length 
built, after the fashion of that at Jerusalem. Onias himself 
became high-priest, and the regular services conducted by 
inferior priests and Levites. 

In this way was fulfilled the wonderful prophecy of Isaiah, 
uttered upwards of 500 years before : *^ In that day shall 
there be an altar unto the Lord in the land of Egypt, and a 
pillar at the border thereof."* It continued for upwards of 
200 years, until, in the time of Vespasian, it was destroyed 
on account of some rebellion among the Eg3rptian Jews. 

B. c. 145. This was a fatal year to the sovereigns of Syria 
and Egypt. Ptolemy and Alexander Balas had become 
enemies, and the former now took the part of Demetrius 
against the Syrian monarch. Alexander was utterly de- 
feated, and, having fied into Arabia, was there murdered by 
his emir, AbdieL 

Shortly after this, Ptolemy himself died from the effect of 
a wound which he had received in the war against Alexander. 

Demetrius, who now became king of Syria, took the title 
of Nicator, or Conqueror, and soon showed himself almost 
as great a tyrant as his father had been. 

In Judaea, the high-priest increased in power and au- 

* Is. xiz. 18. 19. 
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thcHnty. He boldly besieged the Sjrian garrison of Mount 
Zion, and when summoned* to appear before the king to 
answer for this, was not only sent away unrebuked, but 
rewarded, and confirmed in his office. 

Having returned to Jerusalem, the siege was renewed 
with increased vigour, but the castle being very strongly 
fortified, defied every attempt of the Jews. Upon this, 
Jonathan petitioned the king that the garrison might be 
recalled. When diis petition reached Demetrius, he was in 
great distress. The citizens of Antioch had risen against 
his tyranny, and besieged him in his palace. The Jews, 
therefore, were well received, and their petition at once 
granted, on condition that Jonathan should immediately 
come to the king's help. This Jonathan quickly did, and 
having suddenly attacked Antioch with a body of 3000 men, 
set fire to, and plundered the city. 

But Demetrius was a faithless monarch, and now refused 
to withdraw the troops from the garrison at Jerusalem, 
though the Jews had done him such good service. From 
this time they trusted him no more. 

Demetrius, however, suffered the punishment of a traitor ; 
for Antiochus, the young son of Alexander, having taken 
up arms against him, unaided by his faithful Jews, he was 
defeated and driven into Seleucia. Antiochus succeeded to 
the erown, and became the firm friend and ally of the Jews. 

Jonathan was confirmed in his office, and his brother 
Simon made commander of all the forces in Palestine, from 
the mountains of Tyre to the borders of Egypt. This was 
of great service to the Jews themselves, as well as to the 
young king. 

But Nicanor, though repulsed for a time, was not yet 
defeated. Having raised fresh forces, and made his way 
into- Galilee, he was for a time victorious. Damascus had 
already fallen into his hands, and success seemed about to 
favour his career ; but the brave Maccabees were at length 
victorious, and drove him beyond the borders of Syria. 
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Askelon, Gaza, and Joppa were already subdued, with 
other places of strength and importance, and among these 
Bethsura, the stronghold of the rebellious Jews. 

Jonathan and his brother now applied themselves to the 
strengthening and repair of the fortifications of the Holy 
City. A strong wall was raised between the city and 
Syrian garrison of Acra, on Mount Zion, while many towns 
throughout the land were put into a state of defence. 

And it was well for the Jews that these precautions were 
taken. 

Trypho, the minister of Antioehus, now sought to obtain 
the throne of Syria for himself, but feared the power of 
Jonathan. 

His first step, therefore, was against Judaea, and entering 
that country at the head of a large army, advanced as far as 
Bethshan; where he was met by Jonathan himself, with 
40,000 men. 

Seeing this great force, Trypho now pretended that he 
had come into Judssa as a friend, to help Jonathan to gain 
possession of Ptolemais. 

This completely deceived the high-priest, who having 
dismissed all his forces but a body of 1000 men, advanced 
to take possession of Ptolemais. 

The gates of the city opened to receive him, but no 
sooner had he entered, than his men were cut to pieces, and 
he himself cast into chains. 

He was kept in prison by the false and cruel Tr^rpho, 
until a large sum of money had been paid for his release by 
his sorrowing countrymen, when Trypho pretended that a 
debt of 1000 talents was still due to the king from the high- 
priest. 

He demanded also two hostages as well as the 1000 talents, 
and Simon, the brave brother of the Maccabee> sent both 
the money and the hostages. 

Trjrpho had no sooner gained these than he basely mur- 
dered Jonathan and his two sons. 
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Thus fell the second of the MaccabsBan chiefs, b. o. 1 43.* 
Not long after this, Antiochus himself was cruelly mur- 
dered by the same traitor, who proclaimed himself king of 
Syria. 

Simon, who thus became high-priest, as well as general of 
the army, at oilce sent ambassadors to Rome to ask for the 
protection and alliance of that powerful state. They were 
well received, and the terms of the treaty formerly made 
with Jonathan, now renewed. Every honour was showa to 
them, and the Jewish power seemed about to flourish in 
spite of all its late misfortunes. 

* Simon obtained the bodies of Jonathan and his brethren, and buried 
them at Modin, under a splendid monument. 
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CHAP. V. 

THE FBEEDOlf OF THE JEWS. 

The strife between Trypho and Demetrius for the throne of 
Syria still continued, although the forces of the latter had 
been defeated near Ptolemais, by Sarpedon, the Syrian 
general. But though Demetrius was still in Seleucia, and 
Trypho was the acknowledged king, the Jews, who still 
smarted under the cruel tyranny of the Syrian usurper, sent 
ambassadors to his rival, with the present of a golden crown. 

Demetrius received them gladly, for he needed the help 
of the Jews against Trypho. 

He acknowledged Simon not only as the high-priest, but 
as Prince of the Jews, promised to give up all claim to 
taxes and tribute, and forgave their past offences in taking 
arms against him« 

Thus the Jews became free and independent, b. c. 143, 
from which year they afterwards dated all their coins, laws, 
and writings. Several of these coins still remain, bearing 
on one side^ ** Simon, Prince of Israel,'* and on the other the 
value in Hebrew characters. 

In the following year they prospered still further. 

The castle of Acra on Mount Zion was closely besieged 
by Simon, and at length surrendered from want of pro- 
visions. This was a strong and important fortress, and 
completely overlooked the Temple. Jonathan spent more 
than two years in levelling the mount on which it stood, 
strengthening the fortifications of the Temple itself, and 
building near it a palace for himself. All the people worked 
with great joy. John Hyrcanus, the son of Simon, was 
made commander of the army, and stationed at the fortress 
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of Gazara, on the sea-coast of Judaea, not far from Joppa, 
which also had been conquered by Simon. 

The whole nation now enjoyed peace, and the Holy City 
was at length free from the sounds of war. In the streets 
and in the market-place were heard the voices of happy 
men and happy women. The ancient men sat at the city 
gates at evening-tide, ^* communing together of the wealth of 
the land, and the young men put on glorious and warlike 
apparel."* 

Thus they prospered under the brave Maccabees, 140 b. c. 
Demetrius had been conquered and taken prisoner by the 
Farthians, but his brother Antiochus took up arms in his 
cause, and by the help of the Jews defeated the forces of 
Tryphon, who fled to his native city and was put to death 
by the inhabitants. 

Antiochus having thus gained the throne of Syria by the 
aid of the Jews, proved as faithless as the kings who ruled 
before him. He at once demanded the surrender of Gfaza, and 
all the fortresses of Judssa, or payment of 5000 talents of 
silver by way of ransom. 

But the Maccabsean chief and prince refused to obey; 
boldly keeping Graza, Joppa, and all the other Judeean 
fortresses, and offering only 100 talents in return for the 
cities on the coast. A large army was then sent into 
Judsa under a Syrian general, Gendebeus; but being met 
by a body of troops under John and Judas, the sons of 
Simon, was utterly routed, and the invaders were driven 
out of the country. 

This invasion took place b.c. 138, although the Romans 
had sent letters to all their allies, forbidding them to molest 
the Jews in any way. But the letter to the kii^g of Syria 
had been addressed to Demetrius, then a prisoner in Parthia, 
and Antiochus dared to disobey it. 

For several years after this Judasa once again enjoyed 
peace. 

* 1 Mace. siv. 9. 
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During this time Simon made a tour throughout Judaea, 
examining the defences of the chief towns and fortresses, 
and doing what he could to improve the condition of the 
couBtiy, 

In the spring of the year 135, however, the Jews suffered 
a most terrible calamity. 

Simon and his t'vvp sons Judas and Mattathias were invited 
to a banquet at the castle of Jericho, of which his own son-in- 
law Ptolemy was governor. 

They set out with but few attendants, and passing near 
the little village of Bethany, rode on through rough defiles 
across the high mountain-ridges which divide Jerusalem 
from Jericho, and about midday looked down upon the waving 
palm groves of the city. It was a journey of but a few hours, 
and the sun shone brightly as, having reached the fertile 
plain, they drew near to Jericho. They entered the city 
gate, and were received by Ptolemy with hearty welcome, 
liiey little thought then it was for the last time that they 
gazed from the city walls upon the blue waters of the far off 
Jordan (A). The feast was spread that night, and lamps 
glittered, and wine shone in the cup; men's hearts were 
glad, and none dreamed of evil but the wicked traitor 
Ptolemy. 

At his secret order a band of armed men rushed into the 
hall, and seizing on Simon, his two sons, and attendants, 
murdered them in cold blood. 

One servant alone escaped. He contrived to rush out 
unnoticed in the midst of the fray^ and mounting his horse, 
rode with bloody spurs across the plain to the hiUs. 

John Hyrcanus, now the only son of the good old high- 
priest, had been delayed on the road from Gaza^ and thus 
escaped the cruel and sudden fate of his family. 

He was riding onwards to the city Jericho, when the 

single horseman escaped from the blood-stained feast, and 

made for the rocky defile of the mountains. 

Hearing from him of the fatal news, both rode with all 
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speed back to the H0I7 City, which they reached just in 
time to order the gates to be shut against the soldiers of 
Ptolemy, b. a 135. 

Thus died the three first Maccabsean princes ; the first 
fighting for his country on the battle-field, and the other 
two treacherously slain in cold blood. 

John Hyrcanus was at once elected priest and prince, in 
the room of his father; while the traitor Ptolemy made 
ofiers to Antiochus of all the fortresses and territory of 
Juda&a, if he would assist him with an army to gain the post 
of governor. 

To this Antiochus agreed ; but before his army could take 
the field, Ptolemy had fled to Philadelphia^ and was heard of 
no more. 

The Syrian king was greatly enraged at the defeat of his 
general Ptolemy, and having ravaged the country, laid close 
siege to Jerusalem itself, surrounding the city with seven 
encampments. 

But the city was strongly fortified : the brave Jews fought 
nobly for their Temple and their home, and endured the 
greatest privations rather than surrender. 

Famine and disease were within the city, and without it 
were encamped cruel and relentless enemies ; yet God was 
about to deliver his people from destruction. The feast of 
Tabernacles (A) was at hand, and Hyrcanus soughl^ from his 
Syrian invader a few days' truce. His request was granted, 
and even more than this. Antiochus was a generous enemy, 
and sent into the besieged city a splendid sacrifice in honour 
of the feast; bulls with gilded horns, sweet spices, and 
golden vessels for the service of the Temple- 

This kindness touched the heart of Hyrcanus, and he at 
once sent to treat for peace. Peace was made, though on 
terms which pressed heavily on the Jews. 

They were to surrender their arms, to give up all the 
chief fortresses which had been taken, destroy the walls of 
Jerusalem, and rebuild the castle of Acnu - This latter they 
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were unable to do, and Antiochus agreed to receive in lieu 
of it 600 talents. 

The city walls were accordingly laid low, and the con- 
queror departed to his own land. 

On the death of Antiochus, which happened shortly after, 
Hyrcanus again drove out the Syrians from all his strong- 
holdsy and from this time the Jews no longer acknowledged 
the Syrians as their sovereign. Their independence was 
owned by the Romans, to whom they had sent a splendid 
offering of a golden shield ; and during the long reign of 
Hyrcanus the Jewish nation was at peace. 

John Hyrcanus was one of the most noble and warlike of 
the Maccabaean princes, and though Judsea itself was at 
peace, he invaded and conquered many neighbouring powers. 
Sereral Syrian cities were recovered ; Samaria and Gallilee 
were added to his dominions, and the Temple on Mount 
Oerizim destroyed; though the Samaritans still continued 
to worship on the mountain. 

The Edomites were also subdued, and having the choice 
of leaving the country, or obeying the law of Moses, chose 
the latter, and became one people with their conquerors. 

The close of the life of Hyrcanus was marked by his 
withdrawal from the sect of the Pharisees, of whom he had 
been a zealous disciple. H^ joined the rival sect of the 
Sadducees ; and after a reign of thirty years, died b.c. 106, 
greatly lamented by his country. He was a brave, virtuous, 
and just ruler ; and under him the Jewish nation was pros- 
perous, both at home and abroad. With him departed the 
glory of the Asmonean princes ; and from his time the 
history of his people is filled with accounts of crime, misery, 
and misfortune. 
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CHAP. VL 

TH£ JEWISH KINGS ASE CBOWKED WITH A BOTAL DIADEM. 

Abistobulus, the eldest of the five sons of HjrrcanuSy now 
succeeded to his father's throne and office, b. c. 106. He 
was the first who had taken the title of king, and worn a 
royal crown, since the Babylonish captivity ; and of him the 
prophet Zechariah had prophesied more than four hundred 
years before, Zech. \i. 9-^15. He began his reign with an 
act of barbarous murder, that of his own mother, whom he is 
said to have starved to death ; while his brother Antigonus 
was by his means also slain as a suspected traitor. But a 
short time after this he died, in bitter remorse for his crimes, 
of a painful disease, and left little to be remembered of him 
but the cruelties he had committed. 

B.C. 105. His brother Alexander Jannssus now became 
priest and king, and at once planned an invasion of Ptoleraais 
and the neighbouring territory. Bloodshed stained the be* 
ginning of his reigtf, as it had done that of his brother. His 
younger brother attempted to depose Alexander, but was 
instantly seized and put to death. Soon after this, Ptolemais 
was fiercely attacked, and would have yielded in a short 
time, had not the inhabitants obtained help from Ptolemy of 
Cyprus. He marched to their relief at the head of a large 
body of men, and at his approach Alexander raised the 
siege and retired. 

The inhabitants now shut their gates against Ptolemy, 
but he, unwilling to return without attempting some enter- 
prise, marched to the relief of Gaza and Dora. 

Before this the Asmonean princes had been noted for their 
uprightness and sincerity ; but Alexander now seemed to 
act the part of a traitor. 

He oflered Ptolemy a bribe of 400 talents to deliver up 
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to him the city of Dora, while at the same time he was 
secretly treating with Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, for help 
against Ptolemy himself. 

Ptolemy having discovered the treachery of his pretended 
ally, attacked and defeated him, taking 10,000 prisoners. 
And though the queen of Egypt took the field for him, and 
forced Ptolemy to retire, Alexander barely escaped with his 
life. Thus his first act of treachery met with a just reward. 

But even this did not teach him to be just, and prefer the 
ways of truth to those of falsehood. 

Under the guise of friendship he entered the dty of Gaza, 
and then basely attacked the inhabitants, for having assisted 
Ptolemy, his enemy. But the brave citizens resisted 
boldly, slew many of his troops, and forced him to return to 
Jerusalem, without the least spoil or advantage. Thus he 
was treated abroad; and at home affairs were no better. 
The Pharisees were his bitter enemies, and on his return, 
while officiating ,as high-priest in the Temple, he was 
openly insulted by the people, who had been stirred up by 
the priests against him. 

He revenged himself by attacking them with his guards, 
and massacring upwards of 6,000. 

His guards were foreign troops from Pisidia and Cilida, 
and on these he placed all his trust, b.o. 93. 

The rebellious party of the Pharisees were for the time 
subdued, but afterwards broke out with greater violence 
than ever.* 

Having thus for a season quieted the city, Alexander, who 
delighted in war, made an invasion on the country of the 
Arabs of Mount Gilead. Having overcome these and the 
Moabites, he returned to his own land; but, on his way 
home, his army was surprised, and almost cut to pieces, by 
Orodes, an Arabian prince. 

* They reproached Alexander with being the son of a captive, and 
said he was unworthy to be high-priest. 

j> 4 
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Upon thi% the Pharisees again rebelled, and were assisted 
Jby the Moabites ^d Arabs^ whose country Alexander had 
invaded. 

For the next six years, a furious civil war raged through, 
out the land, and everywhere was nothing but bloodshed and 
strife. Upwards of ^0,000 Pharisees perished, besides 
those who fell on the side of Alexander. 

But in the year 88 3.C., Demetrius marched to the help 
of the rebels, at the head of 40,000 men, and utterly defeated 
Alexander Jannseus near Sichem. 

After this defeat, he fled for safety to the mountains. 
Here he wandered about for some time, driven to great 
Straits for supplies, and even for a safe retreat; but at 
length, being joined by many of his enemies, who pitied the 
wretched condition of their king, he returned to Damascus. 
. From this time his cause prospered, and in 86 3. c, after 
an important victory over the rebels, be marched in triumph 
to Jerusalem, where he put to death many hundred prisoners 
with every cruelty which a wicked heart could devise. 

He himself was present at their ex^ecution, and, it is said, 
took pleasure in the sight. 

This fearful cruelty terrified the rebellious Jews so greatly 
that the war was at once ended ; and Alexander, having 
now crushed the. power of the Pharisees, turned his arms to 
foreign conquest. 

After subduing many cities on the borders, he, b. c. 81, 
marched across the Jordan, and having gained possession 
of Seleucia and several strong Syrian fortresses, returned in 
triumph to Jerusalem. Here he was joyfully welcomed; but 
his conquests were now over, and his warfare done. At the 
siege of Rajaba, in 79 b. c, he died of a quartan fever 
-brought on by drinking. 

The kingdom of Judasa was now much increased. It ex* 
tended on the north to Mount Tabor ; and on the south, and 
beyond the Jordan, included the territory of the Moabites as 
well as Grflulanites, and the country of the Gadarenes. 
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Alexander had reigned twenty-seven years, and, at his 
death, his wife Alexandra became sovereign, and imme- 
diately made friends of the Pharisees, who had been such 
bitter foes to her husband. She pretended to wish to be 
guided by them in all she did as queen, a;ad they, believing 
her, honoured Jannaeus with a splendid funeral, and ap- 
pointed Hyrcanus, her elder son, to be high-priest,. 

The strife between the Pharisees and Sadducees still con- 
tinued ; and though the queen was inclined to pity the Sad- 
ducees, and protect them from the malice of their foes, she 
dared not do so. The Pharisees in reality ruled the kingdom. 

In this state of things, the queen fell sick, and Aristo- 
bulus, the younger son, made a secret attempt to gain the 
throne for himself. 

He easily persuaded the Sadducees to favour his cause, 
and many of the troops at once sided with him. But the 
effort was at the time in vain. The queen soon after died, ' 
B.C.* 70, naming as her successor her elder son, Hyrcanusj 
the high-priest. But, meanwhile, Aristobulus had gained 
over to his cause many cities to which the Sadducees had 
retired, and was favoured in secret by the army, who hoped 
by his means to subdue the proud tyranny of the Pharisees. 

At the death of the Queen Alexandra, his wives and 
children had been seized by the Pharisees as hostages for 
his keeping the peace. A battle soon after took place at 
Jericho between the forces of Hyrcanus and Aristobulus II., 
in which the high-priest was overcome, and driven into his 
Castle of Baris, on Mount Zion, while the Pharisees .fled to 
the Temple. A treaty was now made between the brothers, 
and, Hyrcanus resigning all right to the kingdom, Aristo- 
bulus n. became king, b. c. 69. 

For a few years this treaty held good, and the troubled 
city of Jerusalem and Judaea wete^ for a time, at peace. 

In the year 64 b. c. the strife again broke out, when Pom- 
pey, the Roman general, was at Damascus ; having overrun 
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Syria, and all the territory west of the Euphrates as &r as 
Arabia. 

Aristobulus now sent a magnificent present of a golden 
vine to F(Hnpey, begging him to' own Aristobulus as king of 
the Jews. This request was refused, and the war between 
Hyrcanus and his brother renewed. 

Many of the Idumaeans had embraced the Jewish religion, 
and among these was a noble family, the head of which was 
Antipas, the governor of Idunuea in the time of Alexander 
Jannasus. 

His son, Antipater, or Antipas, was the father of Herod 
the Great, and at the death of Alexandra joined the party of 
Hyrcanus. 

When Aristobulus IL became king, Antipater persuaded 
Hyrcanus to make a secret alliance with Aietas, king of the 
Arabs. 

Many Jews now joined the party of Hyrcanus, and having 
been led back to Judaea by Aretas at the head of 50,000 
men, overcame Aristobulus, and took Jemsalem by storm. 

Aristobulus was driven to the mountam of the Temple, 
and there closely bedeged by Aretas. 

The feast of the Passover was nigh at hand, and Aristo- 
bulus having no lambs for the sacrifice, agreed to buy some 
from the Jews outside the walls. The price was paid, but 
not a single beast was given in return, so that the holy feast 
could not be celebrated. Thus persecuted, Aristobulus ap* 
plied to Scaurus, the Roman general at Damascus, with an 
offer of 400 talents if he would come and help him against 
Aretas. Hyrcanus, at the same time, offered him an equal 
sum to take his part in the quarrel, but was reused. Scau- 
rus redeived the bribe of Aristobulus, and marching with 
all speed to Jerusalem, forced Aretas to raise the siege, and 
return to his own country. ' 

On his way to Arabia he was overtaken and defeated by 
Aristobulus with great loss ; many Jews of Hyrcanus' party 
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being slain. Aristobnlus was thus master of Judaea^ though 
the Romans had not acknowledged his title of king. 

Both Hjrcanus and Aristobulus now endeavoured to gain 
Pompey over to their cause, but he received presents from 
both sides, and did nothing for either. 

Aristobulus at length saw that Pompey was deceiving 
him, and quitted his camp without taking leave* 

Many Jews also had made a complaint against both these 
princes to Pompey, who sent away all three parties with 
assurances that he was the friend of all, but decided in 
favour of neither. 

Aristobulus retired in disgust to Jerusalem, having been 
forced by Pompey to sign an order that all the fortified 
garrisons should be given up to the Romans. He determined, 
if possible, to keep possession of the Holy City ; but Pompey 
at once marched against him, to besiege Jerusalem, with a 
great force. Aristobulus now, in great fear, sent forth to 
beg for mercy, offering the rapacious Roman a large sum of 
money for peace. To this Pompey agreed ; but having sent 
Grabinius at the head of a troop to receive thQ ransom, was 
refused admittance into the city. This enraged the general 
so greatly, that Aristobulus was seized and cast into chains, 
and the city besieged with great fury. Jerusalem was then 
well fortified, and would have defied the Roman power for a 
long time, if not entirely, had not new quarrels broken out 
within the walls. Many of the Jews still sided with Hyr- 
canus, and they at length admitted Pompey into the city, 
while Aristobulus and many of his party took refuge in the 
Temple itself. 

Military engines were then brought from Tyre, and Pom* 
pey attacked the north side of the Temple, which was the 
weakest, with his whole force. 

Still the besieged held out with great bravery, though on 
the Sabbath day, when the attack was fiercest, the Jews made 
no resistance. 

At length, in the third month of the sieg^ a breach was 

D 6 
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made in the walls, and the Temple soon fell into the enemy V 
hands. 

On this very day the priests and people of the Jews were 
keeping a solemn fast in remembrance of the conquest of 
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. Sacrifices were being offered 
in the Temple, and the priests stood at the sacred fire, when 
the fierce and brutal soldiers of Home rushed into the holy 
place, with bloody swords and loud cries of vengeance. 

The victims were cut down in the sanctuary, not moving 
from the altars, or endeavouring to escape. 

Upwards of 12,000 Jews perished, many being put to 
death by their countrymen who had joined the Romish party 
against Aristobulus. 

Thus fell the Temple into the hands of heathen plunderers, 
B. G. 63 ; and with its fall ended the rule of Aristobulus. 

Hyrcanus was now again made rxiler of Judaea, though 
deprived of the title of king. The cities of Syria which had 
been taken by Hyrcanus and Alexander were restored, and 
the walls of Jerusalem broken down, while the Jews were 
ordered to pay a tribute of 10,000 talents. 

Scaurus, the Roman general, was left in Judsoa a^ a pre- 
feet ; and thus the Jews, from being allies of Rome, were 
compelled to own her as their mistress. . 

Pompey having now subdued great part of Asia Minor, 
Syria, and Judsea, returned in great triumph to Rome, taking 
with him upwards of 200 prisoners, among whom were 
Aristobulus and his two son& 

Before Pompey left Jerusalem, he dared to enter into the 
^oly of Holies in the Temple of Jehovah ; and though he 
left untouched the holy treasures, yet this act of profaneness 
was a deep affliction to the sufiering people of Israel. And 
it is worthy to be noticed that from this time Pompey's usual 
good fortune left him. 

After many misfortunes and losses, at home and abroad, 
he was murdered in a foreign land. 

During Pompey's journey to Rome, Aristobulus' son Alex- 
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ander made his iescape, and returning to J[udsBa soon raised 
a considerable army, b. c. 66. 

Hjrcanus 11. was now high-priest and ruler of the Jews» 
and being joined by Antipater, the father of Herod the Great, 
as well as the Roman forces, met the army of Alexander 
near Jerusalem. 

A great battle followed, in which Alexander was utterly 
overcome, 3000 of his men being slain, and he forced to flee 
to the fortress of Alexandrium, at the foot of the mountains 
of Arabia. Here he was closely besieged by the Roman 
army under Gabinius, and at length surrendered on con- 
dition that all the fortresses in his power should be destroyed. 

Once more Hyrcanus was confirmed in his office as high- 
priest ; but the whole country was divided into five separate 
districts under separate councils, or Sanhedrims. 

These councils were stationed at the cities of Jerusalem, 
Jericho, Gadara, Ammathus, and Sepphoris, in Galilee, and 
their power lasted until Julius Csesar, b. c* 44, again be^ 
stowed on Hyrcanus II. the sovereign power. 

Aboiit this time, b. c. 66-7, Aristobulus himself and his 
younger son Antigonus escaped from Rome, and made a 
vain attempt to regain the crown of JudsBa. A second at- 
tempt was also made, which failed as the first had done, and 
Alexander was defeated by Gabinius and Antipater. 

B. c. 63. Gabinius resigned his post as governor of Syria, 
and was succeeded by Crassus. 

He attacked the Temple at Jerusaleni, and plundered it 
of all the treasures which Fompey had spared. But the 
anger of God followed this profane conqueror, as it had done 
Pompey. Misfortune, defeat, and death soon followed, and 
Gabinius died a miserable death in exile. 

Crassus, who succeed Gabinius in the government of 
Syria, was as base and covetous a ruler as the one who pre- 
ceded him. 

He also attacked and plundered the Temple; but being 
bribed by Eleazar with the promise of a bar of gold weighing 
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dOO nunsB, he consented to leave the remaining treasures un- 
touched* 

But he broke his solemn promise, and having gained pos- 
session of the golden bar, at once robbed the treasury of all 
that remained* 

But still the hand of God followed the steps of this false 
and sacrilegious foe. The war which followed ended fatally 
for the Romans ; Crassus was utterly defeated, and at length 
died in ignominy. 

Aristobulus, who had been a prisoner at Borne for several 
years, was now released by Julius Caesar, the great rival 
of Fompey, b. c. 49, and sent with two legions into Judssa. 
Here he was joined by his eldest son Alexander. 

They opposed Fompey but for a short time, for Aristobulus 
was soon after seized on and poisoned by the Roman general, 
and his son beheaded. 

Antigonus, the younger son, now alone remained, and he 
was deprived of all hope of the kingdom by Hyrcanus and 
Antipater. It was in vain that he complained to Caesar, 
who, after defeating Fompey and gaining possession of all 
Egypt, visited Syria ; for Caesar condenined him as a sedi- 
tious person, and restored Hyrcanus IL to his former power. 

Antipater, who had rendered great help to Caesar during 
the war in Egypt, was made Frocurator of Judaea ; and the 
Jews had permission to rebuild the walls of the Holy City. 
But Antipater aimed at getting all the power into his own 
hands, and, for that purpose, made his eldest son Fhasael 
governor of Jerusalem, and his younger son Herod ruler of 
Galilee. 

Galilee was at this time infested by bands of robbers, who 
ravaged the whole country, and set the Jewish power at 
defiance. Herod, the governor, attacked these with great 
spirit, drove them out of Galilee, and put their leader, Heze- 
kiah, to death. 

The party of the Fharisees at Jerusalem had in vain at- 
tempted to subdue them, and now, instead of thanking Herod 
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for his toive exertions, they became jealous of his power, 
and summoned him to Jerusalem for putting to death hid 
prisoners without their order& 

Herod, the Idumsean^ was very hateful to the Jews, and 
to their prince, Hyrcanus 11., who now ordered him to ap- 
pear before the council at Jerusalem. This order was 
obeyed, and on the appointed day Herod appeared before 
the Sanhedrim. 

The great hall of the Sanhedrim at Jerusalem was pre- 
pared, and the seventy elders there waited for the arrival of 
Herod. 

Most of them were old, venerable men, with long flowing 
beards, and now clad in solemn robes of office. 

The high-priest presided in this council, and as prince and 
priest sat in a chair of state. 

Herod marched boldly into this solemn council, dressed 
in his purple robe, followed by a troop of body-guards. He 
looked proudly round on the Jewish elders, and delivered a 
letter from Sextus Csesar, the Roman governor of Syria, 
ordering the Jews to acquit Herod of all wrong. 

The whole council were terrified at his appearance and 
manner, and one only of the Jewish fathers dared to answer 
the bold intruder. He rose and loudly reproved Herod for 
daring to appear thus before his judges, while he reproached 
Hyrcanus for his cowardice. His last words were, " How- 
ever, take you notice, Grod is great, and this very man whom 
you are now about to absolve, for the sake of Hyrcanus, 
will live to punish both you and your king." 

Many were now eager to condemn Herod at once, but to 
prevent this Hyrcanus adjourned the trial, and persuaded 
Herod to retire secretly by night to Damascus. Here he 
claimed the protection of Sextus, the governor, and, on con- 
dition of paying a certain tribute, was made military com- 
mander of Coele-Syria. 

Herod, having now set Hyrcanus at defiance, wished to 
march at once against Jerusalem, and take vengeance upon 
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the Jews> bat was persuaded bj his father to give up the 
design, b. c. 43. 

B. c. 41. Julius Gffisar was now made Consul of the 
Boman nation for the fifth time, and restored to the Jews 
xnaaj of the privileges which thej had lost. Permission 
yraa also given to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, which had 
remained in ruins since the time of Pompey*s attack ; and 
the condition of the Jewish people seemed about to improve. 
But this was but for a season. 

Caesar was soon after murdered in the senate-house, by 
Brutus and his party, and thus the Jews lost a friend when 
they had much need of one. 

Not long after this, Antipater himself- died, having been 
poisoned by the high-priest's servant, who was at once 
seized and destroyed by his sons in revenge for their father's 
murder. Hyrcanus was thus rid of one rival in power, but 
soon found that his sons Herod and Phasael were much to 
be feared.; and accordingly endeavoured to make alliance 
with the Boman governor, who had been left in Judaea after 
the defeat of Brutus and Cassius at the battle of Philippi. 

The whole country was thus again filled with strife, 
which the Pharisees did all in their power to increase. and 
keep alive. 

At length a reconciliation took place between the party 
of Hyrcanus and that of Herod: the Idumaean receiving 
in marriage Mariamne, the beautiful granddaughter of the 
high-priest. 

Still there was a discontented party who rebelled against 
the power of Hyrcanus, as well as that of Herod and 
Phasael, though they pretended to be jealous for the honour 
of their own high-priest. These were chiefiy Pharisees ; and 
when Antony, the Boman Triumvir, arrived in Syria, they 
made complaints to him against the Idumaeans, who, they 
said, were aiming at the chief power in the kingdom. 

Antony gave no heed to this complaint, but when a 
second embassy came to him near Antioch, he demanded of 
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Hjrcanus himself, who was present, whom he would choose 
as the most fit rulers under him. Hyrcanus at once named 
Herod and Phasael, who were thereupon appointed by 
Antony Tetrarchs of Palestine, under the authority of the 
high-priest. A petition was also presented to Antony by 
Hyrcanus, which he immediately granted. This was to 
treat for the recovery of those cities which the late governor 
Cassius had sold, and the Jewish subjects who had become 
slaves in the Tyrian cities. 

At Tyre, Antony (A) was soon afterwards met by a third 
embassy from the Pharisees, consisting of a thousand persons. 
This enraged the Roman general, who ordered his troops to 
attack them as rebels, and thus put to death a great number 
of the suppliants. 

Meanwhile Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, who had 
taken refuge at Chald3> watched with pleasure the repulse 
of the Pharisees, and resolved to make an attempt to gain 
the crown of Judaea for himself. 

He was assisted by the Parthian forces, and advanced 
into Judaea. Near Jerusalem he was met by the forces of 
Herod, who defeated him and forced him to take refuge in 
the Temple. 

Phasael and Herod stationed themselves in the royal 
castle of Baris '^, and for a time neither party gained any. 
advantage. 

After much blood had been shed, an attempt was made to 
settle the quarrel by treaty, and during this the treacherous 
Parthians, having got Hyrcanus and Phasael into their 
power, placed Antigonus upon the throne, Herod escaped 
with Mariamne his wife into Idumaea, ajt the head of a body 
of troops ; while Antigonus cruelly cut ofit the ears of Hyr-* 
canus, that he might never again take the office of high* 
priest. (Lev. xxi. 16. 23.) The Holy City was again given 
up to plunder, and the wretched Hyrcanus carried off as a 
prisoner by the Parthians into Seleucia. 

* The Tower Antonia afterwards stood on this spot 
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Herod now applied to Borne for help^ to place upon the 
throne of JudsBa AristobnloBy a grandson of Hjrcanus; he 
htnmelf holding the same office as nnder Hyreanns. Antony 
was his friendy and so strongly recommended him to Octavius, 
that Herod himself was appointed king of Judsa, and 
consecrated in the temple of Jnpiter at Rome. 

Within a few days Herod had landed at Ftolemais, and 
great numbers flocked to his standard. With the help of 
the Roman power he made himself master of Galilee, sub- 
dued Joppa, and retired to a strong fortress in Idumaea, on 
the western side of the Dead Sea. But though thus far 
successful, misfortune was at hand. The Romans proved to 
be traitors to his cause, and were bribed by Antigonus, for a 
time, not to interfere in the quarreL The consequence was, 
that Galilee revolted, and his forces were overcome by those 
of the enemy, while the Roman soldiers pillaged the country 
and plundered the city 6f Jericho. 

During the next year, Herod was chiefly engaged in sub- 
dning the robbers of Galilee, who had taken refuge la the 
mountain stn^ngholda and caves. They were ea£ly put to 
flight into these places of strength; but no sooner had Herod 
turned his back than their depredations again began. But 
Herod attacked them with great fury, destroyed many of their 
caves and dens, and at length restored the country to quiet. 

In the spring of the year 35 b. c, he led his army into 
Judffia and besieged Jerusalem. 

EQs forces were here increased by a large body of Roman 
troops, so that his whole army amounted to more than ten 
legions of soldiers^ 

But the city was strongly fortified, jaid the Jews resolved 
to fight to the very last ; so that it was not until the siege 
had lasted five months, that Jerusalem was again filled with 
the fierce and brutal soldiers of Rome. The massacre and 
pillage continued long after all resistance had ceased, and the 
Jews with great difficulty saved the Temple from destruction, 
by the payment of a large bribe to the Roman generaL 
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Antigonus^ who in great fear threw himself into the 
hands of the Roman general Sosius, was sent in chains to 
Antioch, where Antony beheaded him as a common criminaL 
This was done by the advice of Herod himself, b. c. 34. 

Thus ended the rule of the Asmonean princes, twenty- 
seven years after the storming of Jerusalem by Pompey. It 
bad continued for upwards of 120 years. The cruel Herod, 
the Idumsean, now became king of the Jews. 
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CHAP. vn. 

THE IDUMiEAN PRINCES. B. C. 34. 

Up to this time Herod had showed himself to be, though 
cruel, yet very often a brave and generous soldier. 

Now, however, when he had gained the absolute power of 
a king, his character changed for the worse. He became 
jealous and suspicious towards his subjects of all classes, and 
the very first year of his reign was stained by many cruel 
murders. 

Almost the whole body of the Sanhedrim were put to death, 
as well as many of those who had supported Antigonus. 

Two of the Asmonean family still remained, and of these 
Herod now determined to be rid at the very first oppor- 
tunity. Herod had appointed to the high-priesthood Ananel 
of Babylon, an obscure man of the sacred tribe ; but against 
him Alexandra, the mother of Aristobulus, and many among 
the Jews, complained so strongly, that Ananel was deposed, 
and the Asmonean, Aristobulus, took his office. 

Aristobulus was famous for the beauty and grace of his 
person, and the people greatly loved and admired him ; so 
that Herod now began to fear as well as hate him. He ac- 
cordingly resolved on secretly murdering Aristobulus ; and 
for this purpose invited him to a splendid feast at Jericho. 
Many other guests were there, and after the banquet all 
walked into the palace gardens to breathe the fresh evening 
air, and to bathe. 

Aristobulus, suspecting no treachery, was easily persuaded 
to enter the water, where some secret friends of Herod con- 
trived to drown him, as if by accident. Herod pretended 
great sorrow for the accident, and ordered a most costly and 
splendid funeral. But this deceived very few, and only in- 
creased the hatred which many nourished against him. The 
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mother of the murdered man secretly wrote to the famous 
and beautiful Cleopatra, Queen of Egjpt, asking her to plead 
with Antony on her behalf. Cleopatra, who was madly loved 
by the Roman, promised much ; for she wished to remove 
Herod altogether from Judsea, and gain the kingdom for 
herself. 

Herod was soon after summoned to appear before Antony 
and answer the charge ; but by means of a large bribe 
manag*ed to escape. So that Cleopatra was obliged to be 
contented with the province of Coele-Syria, which Antony 
bestowed on her. 

Hyrcanus now alone remained of the Asmoneans ; and he 
was still in Seleucia, where the Jews of the East supported 
and protected him as a prince. 

Herod resolved to get him into his power, and accordingly 
persuaded the aged high-priest and king to visit Jerusalem, 
pretending to pay him respect and honour as a guest Hyr- 
canus was rash enough to accept the invitation, in spite of 
all warning from his friends; and having obtained per- 
mission from the Parthian king, once more returned to his 
native city. 

Here he was soon completely in the power of Herod, who 
falsely accused him of treason, and at last put him to death. 

Herod was now rid of his two rivals, Aristobulus and 
Hyrcanus H. ; but he saw clearly that Cleopatra of Egypt 
aimed at gaining his kingdom, and that she had great power 
over Antony, the Roman Triumvir. He had already be- 
stowed on her many of the Roman conquests, C3rpru8, Phoeni- 
cia, Coele-Syria, and the greater part of Cilicia and Crete; 
but this did not content her* 

So that Herod had reason to fear her power. 

When, therefore, he quitted Judaea to appear before the 
Roman at Laodicea, he trembled for his life, and left strict 
charge with Joseph, his wife's uncle, that if Antony should 
put him to death, the beautiful Mariamne should be slain, 
lest she should fall into the hands of the heathen conqueror. 
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While Herod was awaj, Joseph watched over Mariamae 
with great care, and informed her of her husband's order, — 
as a proof of his affection for her. Herod's own sister, 
Salome, had meanwhile watched the visits of Joseph, and on 
Herod's return roused his jealousy by telling him of them. 

Herod soon learned from his wife, and was satisfied, that 
there was no ground of complaint ; but he also learned that 
she had heard from Joseph of his secret order. This so en<- 
raged him, that her uncle was at once executed, and Alex- 
andra cast into prison; while Mariamne herself had little 
love for the man who thus was the murderer of her grand- 
father and brother, who had imprisoned her mother, and 
planned to take away her own life. 

This was the wretched state of affairs in the family of 
the king, and with his people it was little better. War 
with all its horrors had again entered the land ; and though 
the Jews, after a long contest, wore victorious over the 
Arabs, they gained nothing by the victory, while their losses 
were very great. 

This misfortune also was owing to the envy of Cleopatra, 
who still coveted the kingdom of Judaea. 

She had persuaded Antony to give her the fair and fertile 
region and city of Jericho, which, as we before mentioned, 
abounded in palm trees ; itnd now endeavoured to cause a 
rebellion against Herod amongst the Arabs. She succeeded, 
and a war with the Jews followed. 

So great was Herod's fear of the rapacious queen, that 
he was glad to make peace with her by paying a yearly 
tribute. 

But a few years aflerwards Judaea was visited by a ca- 
lamity still more dreadful than war or famine. A, fearful 
earthquake • destroyed upwards of 30,000 persons, and the 
whole land was filled with gloom and sorrow. This hap* 
pened at the time when Herod was at war with the Arabians, 
and his victory over them gave double joy. 

Meanwhile Antony, having added very greatly to th^ 
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dominion of Eomie, had at length quarrelled with Caefsar 
Augustus, another of the Triumvirs. 

A great battle was fought off Actium, on the coast of 
Epirus, in which Antony was defeated. Cleopatra herself 
was present at the beginning of the fight, but at length fled 
in great panic, and was followed bj all the Egyptian fleet. 

But though beaten for a time, Antony was not utterly 
defeated. He fled soon after Cleopatra, and haying over^ 
taken her gave himself up to sloth and luxurious indulgence, 
in spite of Herod's advice to put the ambitious and false 
queen to death. 

When Herod found his council refused, he at once 
withdrew from Antony, and resolved to make a friend of 
Gassar Augustus. 

Augustus was now at Rhodes, and before Herod set out 
for that island, he placed his wife in the castle of Alexan- 
drium, again leaving orders that she should be put to death 
if he himself did not live to return. He reached Rhodes, 
humbled himself before Augustus, and frankly confessed 
that he had forsaken the cause of Antony, and his reason for 
doing so. 

Augustus accepted his offer of fidelity, and not only con- 
firmed his title to the crown of Judaea, but also restored to 
him Jericho, Samaria, and Joppa. 

Herod, on this, returned to his native land with great joy 
and triumph. 

But his joy lasted for a short time only. His beloved and 
beautiful wife Mariamne had again discovered his secret 
orders regarding her; and her love for him was now 
changed to hatred and disgust. She reproached him most 
bitterly, and would listen to no promises of kindness or 
bursts of anger. • 

Salome, the sister of Herod, who had always been jealous 
of the beauty and influence of Mariamne, now in secret 
fomented the quarrel, and accused her to Herod of having 
formed a plot to poison him. 
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To this wicked and false woman Herod wickedly. listened. 
Mariamne, though innocent, was condemned by judges bribed 
to find her guilty, and at length put to death. 

Many among the Jews of all ranks, who loved and ad- 
mired the beautiful princess of the once famous house of 
Asmoneus, interceded for her ; but all was in vain. 

Herod added another to the long list of murders which he 
liad committed, and from that day to the end of his life was 
filled with sorrow and remorse. 

He became even more savage and tyrannical than before; 
hated by his enemies and subjects, and dreaded even by his 
friends. 

, Meanwhile Antony and Cleopatra had been utterly over* 
come in Egypt, the weak-minded, slothful Roman having 
fallen on his own sword to escape the hands of his foes. 
Cleopatra became the prisoner of Augustus, and for a time 
was well treated. 

But at length she heard that her conqueror intended to 
place her in his triumphal procession into the mighty capital 
of proud Rome. She therefore put an end to her life by the 
poison of an asp, dying as wickedly as she had lived. 

Augustus was now master of the Roman empire, and re- 
turned in great triumph to the City of the Seven Hills. 

Meanwhile Herod endeavoured, by all the means in his 
power, to please the Romans. He built a vast theatre and 
amphitheatre at Jerusalem, and founded splendid games and 
festivals, to be held every fifth year, in honour of Augustus. 

This disgusted the great body of the Pharisees, as well as 
many other of his subject Sy who now began to form secret 
plots to assassinate him. 

Many of these were discovered, and several assassins put 
to a cruel death by torture ; but this only served to increase 
the hatred of his people. And though many also of the 
opposite party, the Sadducees •, joined with and supported 
him, yet Herod now began to look with dread at the rebel- 

* These now took the name of " HerocUatu^ 
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Uous spirit which rose against him. He strengthened all 
the fortresses in his power, and among these Samaria, which 
he named Sehaste (the Greek for Augustus) ; Ctesarea, on 
the plain of Esdraelon, as well as several in Gralilee and 
Perea. In all these^ places of strength he planted foreign 
troops, that he might keep the whole country in subjection, 
B. c. 22. A second great calamity now fell upon Judiea, greater 
even than the earthquake which had gone before. The two 
annual rains did not fall in Palestine, and the drought which 
followed produced a famine. 

In the midst of this affliction came a fearful pestilence, 
which destroyed a vast number of people in every part of 
the land. Herod now endeavoured to make amends for his 
past cruelty. He bought com from Egypt for his famishing 
people, and opened all his own granaries to the poor ; daily 
giving food to many thousands by the sale of his own silver 
and golden vessels. 

This, for a time, brought him favour from the people, but- 
it soon passed away, and the Idumaean became as cruel and 
tyrannical as ever. 

The pai*ty of rebellious and discontented Jews in Jerusa- 
lem again increased, and Herod built himself Herodium, % 
strong castle* near the city, to which he might retreat in 
time of danger. Here also, on Mount Zion, stood his splendid 
palace. 

He now married a second wife named Mariamne, the 
daughter of a priest, Simon, who was made high-priest in 
the place of the son of Phabet, whom Herod deposed. 

Herod's object was now to gain the favour of the Roman 
people, and to make his name famous throughout the empire. 
He, therefore, not only raised many grand buildings in his 
own dominions, but beyond them also ; at Ptolemais, Tri« 
polis and Damascus, Tyre and Antioch. At these and many 
other cities he erected baths, market-places, theatres, and 

* Th6 eastle Antonia, named after Antony, he had before greatly 
enlarged. 

E 
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Other placed of amusement ; all after the fashibn of Roman 
cities, and for their customs. 

This pleased Augustus; and when Herod sent his two 
sons* to Rome, B.c. 19, they were most kindly received by 
the Caesar, whose power was now almost sapreme. 

Soon after this, Augustus bestowed on Herod the princi- 
pality of Chalcis, and made his brother Pheroras Tetrarch 
of Perea. In return for this, Herod built a splendid temple 
at Paneas in honour of his patron. It was a beautiful build- 
ing pf white marble ; but though it greatly pleased Augus- 
tus, it gaye great offence to the Jewish nation. 

The Jews saw, with great pain, the l^mish customs and 
habits which the king wished to teach them, and now more 
than ever secretly plotted against him. 

A great number of spies were employed by Herod, who 
mixed with the people, and frequently betrayed to their 
master any who had spoken or acted against him. But this 
did not lessen Herod's danger, while it increased the hatred 
fi£ the people against him. 

He then attempted to make all his subjects take an oath 
of fidelity to him ; but in this also was greatly opposed by 
the Pharisees and Essenes.f 

Having thus in vain attempted to force his people into 
submission, he next tried to gain their favour by kindness. 
He called a solemn assembly of the Jews in the Temple, and 
there proposed to them that the old Temple should be pulled 
down, and a new one erected of greater extent and splendour. 

The Jews, who had received at his hands so much oppress* 
sion, mistrusted him, and would not at first listen to what 
he proposed. They would not believe that a king, who 
seemed almost a Pagan worshipper, could take any interest 
in the worship of the true Grod. 

But Herod at length persuaded them, and promised thut 

* AlekandM* and Aristobulus. 

f Effiienefl esteemed all oaths to be imlawfoL 
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the old Temple should not be pulled down until every tiling 
was ready for building the new one. 

Two years were spent in thus preparing, when by degrees 
the old building was remoTed, as the new one began to rise. 
The main building was aknost entirely built of enoimious 
Mocks of polished marble, and die interior splendidly adorned 
with gold and purple. 

The whole was surrounded by porticoes and doisters of 
pillars of porphyry and other precious marble, and when 
finished was a grand and gorgeous building. Tka& part occu^- 
pied more than nine years in completion, while the entire 
building was not finished till long after Herod's death. 
Thus it is that in the Grospel of Si. John we read, '* ^ty 
and six years was the Temple in building." 

This was the most splendid of all Iirax)d% undertakings; 
and some of the blocks of marble were, it is said, upwards 
of forty feet in length, and twenty feet in breadth. 

It was no wonder, then, that when the BaYiomr of the 
world had come, and with His disciples was in the Temple, 
they exclaimed, " Master, see what manner of stones^ and 
what buildings are here." * (Mark xiii. 1, 2.) 

When all was completed, after nine years' labour, the Jews 
weire naturally proud enough of their splendid place of wor- 
ship; but though Herod had been its builder, they Bt2U 
feared and hated him. 

His two sous, Alexander and Aristobulus, had been partly 
educated at Eome, and now returned to their native city, 
which they much loved for the sake of their mother, Mari- 
amne. 

But Salome, who had caused Mariatmne the Asmonean's 
death, now determined to destroy her children; and at 
length succeeded in this also. 

She secretly accused them of treason against. Herod, and 
at length persuaded him to have them brought to trial. 
They were brought before a Roman tribunal, acquitted, and 
declared entirely innocent. But Herod was now determine^ 
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to sacrifice them ; and having raised fresh accusations, 
again brought them to trial, and bribed the judge to find 
them guilty. 

So died the last of the Asmonean family a violent and 
unjust death at the hands of their king and father. To this 
wicked murder Herod was prompted both by Salome and 
Antipater, his son by another wife, Doris. Antipater hoped 
by the death of his brothers to gain the' crown for himself; 
but his wickedness fell upon his own head, and he too was 
murdered by the same bloody hand. He conspired against 
Herod, and being detected, was instantly put to death. 

Meanwhile the state of all his kingdom had been wretched. 
The bands of robbers, whom he had formerly overcome, and 
driven into the desert, again spread over the ^country, pil- 
laging and layii^ waste in every direction. 

On his return firom Rome, to which he had gone to inform 
thi^ emperor concerning his sons, he at once attacked these 
with his usual vigour, utterly subdued them, and pursued 
them into Arabia. 

This was told to the emperor as a wanton attack on the 
Arabian king ; and when Herod sent ambassadors to Rome 
to explain his conduct, Augustus refused to hear them. 

Then followed the murder of his two sons Alexander «nd 
Aristobulus, and shortly after that of Antipater himself, 
B. a 4. 

Such was the fearful state of Judaea, and so wicked and 
cruel a tyrant was her king, when the appointed time at 
length arrived that Messiah the Prince should come, and b^ 
the hoped-for desire of all nations. 

Herod was smitten with a foul and incurable disease, and 
died in great torture, a. d. 2, hated by many and loved by 
hone of his suffering people. 

All the types and ceremonies of the first covenant were 
now to be done away, for He to whom they all had respect 
was Himself about to come. 

The daily sacrifice of the lamb was to cease, for He was 
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coming, who was Himself the Lamb of Grod, slain from the 
foundation of the world. 

Every wondrous prophecy concerning His country and 
people had been fulfilled. They had no longer a king of 
their own after the death of Herod the Idumsean ; as the 
words of Jacob had foretold^ ** The sceptre shall not depart 
from Israel, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until 
Shiloh shall come.'* 

But a few years passed away, and the kingdom of the 
Jews was divided into small tetrarchies. Archelaus had 
Judsea, Samaria, and Idumaea ; Herod Antipas, who had put 
John the Baptist to death, Galilee and Perea ; FhUip ruled 
over Trachonitis and Iturea; and Salome, the sister of 
Herod, had Abilene, after the death of Lysanias (Luke iii. 1.). 

And at the time when our Saviour was put to death, 
Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor of Judaea. 
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CHAP. vm. 

THB NATIVITT. 

Tet before his death Herod added one more fearful crime 
to his long career of wickedness. 

He too had heard of the wondrous child who had beea 
bom king of the Jews, in the little village of Bethlehem ; 
and when Herod the king heard these things, he waa 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 

• Wise men came forth to search for Him wha waa to rule 
His peo|)ie Israel, that EEerod might slaj the H0I7 One and 
the Just . But the wise men, warned of Good in .a dream, 
returned not to tell him whom thej had found, but to their 
own land by another way. 

Then Herod, in wrath, saw that he was mocked of the 
wise men, and sent forth and slew all the children that were 
in Bethlehem and in all the coasts thereof, from two years and 
under. 

The land was filled with mourning and weeping for the 
little ones who thus died ; but the Infant Saviour had been 
led by angel hands into a place of safety, and there abode 
until the time should come. 

Thus came the Saviour of the world to bring peace and 
goodwill among men, and tidings of great joy. 

But the whole country was filled with strife and blood- 
shed, and at His very first coming men sought to take away 
His life. All men thought of, and hoped for^ a king of 
earthly power and splendour, one of renown and might 
among the kings of the earth. This was the king of the 
Jews which they in their pride and love of the world 
imagined and longed for. 

But He, who was King of all kings, the Lord himself, 
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dame not thus ; but in meekness and lowlinesSi with the 
angels of peace and songs of joj. 

Here and thetre^ scattered about in the land, were some 
fbw devout hearts who still served their God in truth and 
sincerity. Such were Zacharias the priest and his wife 
Elizabeth. Such was the old Simeon and the faithful Anna 
the prophetess. 

Such were Joseph of Nazareth, and Mary the Virgin of 
the house of David, of whom came Christ the Messiah, our 
God and Saviour. 

There were many others whose names we know not, who no 
doubt looked, hoped, and prayed for His blessed Advent. 

And when the fullness of time, and the very hour of His 
"birth had come, the moon rose behind the lofty hills which 
shut in the Holy City, up into the starlit sky. No man 
knew who had been born that night in the city of David. 

The shepherds on the hills kept watch over their flocks 
by night, abd looking up to the heaTenly host abpve, sang 
their hymn of praise to the great and good God who had 
made the moon and stars to govern the night. 

We think they were among the few who still served God 
in very truth, for to them first of all came the glad tidings 
from that world of light to which they looked. 

Their song of praise went up before the throne of God, 
and suddenly there was with the shepherds a heavenly host 
praising and giving glory in the highest. The glory of the . 
Lord shone round about them, and they were sore afraid, as 
all heaven opened wide her gates. 

Then came the words of joy to all men, " Fear not, unto 
you is born this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord." 

And the angels went away into heaven, and all again 
was still and holy calm. The shepherds departed, wonder- 
ing, to Bethlehem ; and men knew not that their King was 
come. 

The wickedness of the people that God had called His 
own, had now almost reached its height. Mercies and 
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blessings had been received with ingratitude^ warnings had 
been despised, and chastisement rebelled against 

The Sadducees and their party had denied the resurrection, 
and belieyed not in a better world; and the Pharisees taught 
for doctrine the commandments of men | so that the pure 
law was made null and void. So when Christ came to His 
own people, thej received Him not, but with insult, shame, 
and mockery. 

And at the last they crucified the Lord of Life, crying, in 
fearful and desperate wickedness, " His blood be on us and 
on our children/' 

Thousands of years have since passed away, and whole 
nations and empires in every part of the globe bear the 
name of Christ ; but the fearful curse which the children of 
Israel called down upon themselves still remains. 

The guilt of that precious blood has been on them, in all 
ages and countries. 

They have been a hissing and a by-word of contempti 
They are now scattered throughout all parts of the worlds 
without a country, without a home, without a Temple, 
without priests or a true sacrifice. 

As we daily pray " Thy kingdom come," let us all hope 
in faith as we pray for that holy and happy time when Jew 
and Gentile shall together be one fold under one Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 

To the west of the JEtgean Sea (Archipelago) is the Gulf 
of Salonica. At the head of this Gulf (formerly called Sinus 
Thermaicus) now stand the ruins of an ancient city. It is called 
Palatiza, or the little Palace, in memory of the great conqueror 
Alexander, who was bom there, b.g. 356. 

He was the son of Philip, the brave and warlike king of 
Macedon. His tutor was Aristotle, the great philosopher, who 
was the learned disciple of Plato. Philip had already made great 
conquests over the Athenians and Thebans, and at last was master 
of all Greece ; but Alexander was called the conqueror of the 
world. 

He remained under the care of Aristotle for eight years, and on 
the death of his father became king, in his twentieth year. 

His warlike genius at once showed itself. Within two years he 
had crossed the Hellespont, and at the head of a large army 
utterly defeated the Persian forces of five times his own number. 
Asia Minor was soon after subdued, and then followed Paphla- 
gonia, Pisidia, Cappadocia, and Cilicia. 

At the battle of Issus, b.c. 333, Darius the Persian was again 
defeated, and left a hundred thousand men dead on the field. 

From this time Alexander was victorious in every quarter, and 
the great Persian empire was quickly brought under his power. 

He marched with great swiftness, and often for many days 
without sleep or rest. In five years his empire had spread firom 
the shores of Greece to Sogdiana, far beyond the northern moun- 
tains of Media, and from rich and fertile Egypt to burning India 
in the East. In this time he had crossed wide-spread desert 
wastes of sand, lofty snow-clad mountains, and forded deep and 
rapid rivers. He scrupled not to shed the blood of thousands, and 

X 5 



82 APPENDIX. 

thought only of power and conquest. He was cruel and cold- 
hearted, and stabbed one of his intimate friends at a feast for 
having spoken against the customs of Persia ; though he shed tears 
on the bank of the Indian Hyphasis, because he could advance no 
further. At length, b.q, 924^ weary qf CQn()uest, and yet seeking 
for new countries to subdue, and more blood to shed, he marched 
to the mighty Babylon on the Euphrates. Here he ended a 
useless life in revel and debauchery. His body was embalmed 
with great splendour, carried into Egypt, and buried at Alex- 
andria. 

ANTONY. 

Marc Antony the Triumvir was grandson of Antony, the famous 
orator, and the friend and ally of Julius Caesar, the conqueror of 
Britain. 

When Csesar was murdered in the senate-house, b. c. 41, by 
Brutus and his party, his friend Antony made an oration over his 
body. 

After the death of Julius Caesar, Antony, Lepidus, and Augustus 
divided the Roman Empire between themselves, when they were 
appointed Triumvirs. The Trium-viri or Triumvirs were three 
m$gistrate8 who governed the Roman state with absolute power. 
J. Caesar, Fompey,.and Crassus formed the first Triumvirate; 
Augustus, Antony, and Lepidus the second. Caesar Augustus at 
length quarrelled with Antony, and, as we have read, at tiie battle 
of Actium utterly defeated him. 

Antony was in his fifty-sixth year when he put an end to his 
own life, b. g. 30. 

ARABS. 

Arabia was divided into Arabia Petraea, Felix, and Deserta. 
The Arabs are descended from Joktan the son of Eber, and T«hyw<M*i 
the SOB of Abraham. Of Ishmael it was said that his hand should 
be against every man*s and every num*8 hand against him; and ao 
has it ever been. The Acabs have in all ages been a wild, 
untamable people of the desert ; wandering from place to plaoe^ 
and 8to[^ung to pasture their flocks, or where any booty could be 
seiaed. Many expeditions have been undertaken against them, but 
ill have failed. 



APPENDIXi 8^ 

Hiat part of Arabia bordering on Judaea n^as called Idumtea, 
and was peopled by the descendants of £dom or Esau. The Naba- 
thseans, the most powerful of the Arabs at the time of the 
destruction of Jenisaiem, almost equalled the Jews in number ; and 
when Titos marched against Jerusalem, 30,000 Idumeeans entered 
the city to defend it against the Roman. Throughout IdumsBa are 
still seen traces of its former splendour and power, in the remains 
of ruined cities and buildings amidst the desert waste; as the 
Prophet foretold, O Mount Seir, I will make thee perpetual 
desolations. 

ASSYRIA 

was the first of the Four Great Empires of the world. Nimrod, 
the mighty hunter, is said to have founded its chief city, Ninus or 
Nineveh, on the banks of the Tigris, to which the prophet Jonah 
was sent, b.c. about 800. 

To the north of Assyria Proper lay the mountains of Armenia ; 
on the east the Empire of Median Persia ; on the west flowed the 
famous Tigris, separating it from Mesopotamia, the native land of 
Abraham; and to the south was the empire of Babyloida, the 
chief city of which was the mighty Babylon, also said to have been 
built by Nimrod, or Belus, as he is sometimes called. 

But Assyria, when in the height of its splendour, under Se- 
mivamis, the queen of Ninus, included ^what afterwards were the 
three separate kingdoms of Assyria, of Media, and of Babylon. 

Sardanapalus, the fortieth and last king of Media, was a weak ' 
and luxurious prince, and being conspired against by his generals 
aud army, set fire to his own palace, and perished in the flames, 
together with his wives and treasures, b. c. 767. * 

At his death the empire was divided into three distinct 
kingdoms. 

BABYLON 

Of this mighty city, once the wonder of the world, almost every 
trace has disappeared. 

In passing through Syria or Asia Minor, the traveller sees here 
and there, on the rich valley or fertile plain, the ruins of some 
ancient town or city. But, though a ruin, it is most beautiful. In 
the midst of myrtle, ilex, oleander, ajid other shrubs, bright with 
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tunnj lesres snd flowers, rises die shaft of sooie broken pillar, 
almost hidden bj tbe full and thidc foliage. 

Bot when the trareller passes from these 6ir regions into the 
ooontiy beyond Enpfarates, and seeks for ndns there, the whole 
aspect is ohaiyd The ndns he sees now are fast moimds 
without shape or beantj, rising from a drj and barren plain ; with 
here and there hnge masseB of farfdc-wosk, which the winter storm 
has laid bare. 

Soch is all that remains to tdl where OBoe stood die great and 
glorious cities of Ninerdi, Babylon, Sdeocia, Ctesiphon, and 
Bagdad. 

All these vast cities, at a wide interval of time, seem to have 
been baQt at no Torj great distance fitim die same site. And as 
kmg after king roled over the mi^ty empire, die city was en- 
larged and beantified with new towers and palaces, and extended 
further along or away from the bank of the river. In time, the 
older parts became ruinous and were deserted, while a new city 
began to rise, a little removed from tbe first. Thus, as ages passed 
away, houses, towers, palaces, and tenses rose, waxed old, waned, 
and fdl into ruin. City after dty, eadi mighty as die last, was 
the favorite of some proud Kimrod, until the iron hand of time 
crushed them in turn, and left but a vast mound of eardi to tell of 
their glory and renown. Such is the tale which the lonely ruins 
on the banks of the Tigria now tell us ; the ruins of a vast cluster 
of silent, deserted capitals. 

More than seven hundred years before the birth of Christ, the 
ruin that should come upon Babylon was foretold. ^ Because of 
the wrath of the Lord, it shall not be inhabited ; but it shall be 
wholly desolate. Every one that goeth by Babylon shall be 
astonished.** (Jer. L 13.) 

So God spake by the moudi of His prophet, and dius it came to 
pass. 

When Cyrus die Persian marched against die great city of 
Babylon, it was diought that no power could overcome or injure 
it. The walls were eighty feet broad, on which six chariots could 
be driven abreast. Lofty and strong towers were built on diese 
walls, and the whole was surrounded with a broad and deep ditch. 

'Within the city were vast stores of com and provisions, and 
crops of waving com actually grew in the wide squares, sufficient 
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to supply all their wants; so that the ChaldsBans despised and 
laughed at the Persians, as they looked from the city walls. But 
€rOd had decreed that the mighty and wicked city should fall, and 
th^ proud boasting was in vain. 

Cyrus closely besieged the city, and at length God gave it into 
his hand. 

The night came, when Belshazzar feasted with a thousand of his 
lords, and impiously used at the feast the sacred vessels of gold 
and silver taken from the Temple of God at Jerusalem. All was 
splendour, and riot, and loud revelling. But the hand of Grod 
appeared wondrously on the walls, and wrote words of terrible 
dread to the proud king. His countenance changed, his limbs 
trembled, and his lords were astonished. The words were, '* Thou 
art weighed and found wanting; thy kingdom is divided, and 
given to the Medes." 

The great river Euphrates flowed through the city, and Cyrus, 
having placed a strong force at its entrance, as well as at its outlet, 
marched across the dusky plain with the rest of his army. They 
halted at some distance from the city, and there spent some hours 
in turning the course of the river into another channel which he had 
prepared during the siege. Thus the stream was so diminished 
that his troops could easily march into the city, up the channel of 
the river. 

The Persians thus marched silently and in darkness into the 
very heart of the city. The city gates had been left by the drunken 
guards, and the streets were filled with sounds of riot and disorder. 
On rushed the Persians, joining in all the sounds they heard, until 
they reached the very palace of the king. Here, at the sound of 
their approach, the king, in drunken fear, ordered his guards to 
open the gates and ascertain the cause of the tumult. The enemy 
at once entered, cut down all who opposed, and having reached the 
royal chamber, the king was there overpowered and slain, b. c. 539. 

All who were seen in the streets were slun, and many houses 
set on fire. Yet while the part of the city towards the palace was 
thus captured, those who lived near the middle knew not of what 
had happened ; so vast was Babylon : and thus it fell into the hands 
of Darius the Mede. 

DAMASCUS. 

This is one of the most ancient and celebrated cities of Asia, 
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being'mentioned as earlj as the time of Abraham, ithose honse- 
ateward Eliezer belonged to it, perhapa was bom there. 

It Is situated in a beautiful and rich vallej, called the Orchard 
of Damascus, and watered bj a stream called the Grolden Biver. 

This stream rises in the mountain chain of Anti-Libanus, not 
far from the ruins of Balbec, the City of the Sun, which lies in the 
hollow between the two ranges of Libanus and Anti-Iibanus. 
This whole tract of country was called GaelcSyria, or the Hollow 
Syria. 

Following this mountain stream, we pass by degrees through 
rough defiles into a wide and desolate plain. As the traveller- 
crosses this towards the south, it gradually becomes more fertile, 
imtil, far off on the horizon, is seen a low line of dark green. This 
is the waving palm-groves and olive-gardens of the shady and 
green orchards of Damascus. After the hot ride across the open 
sultry plain, the cool waving of tail forest-trees and green bowers 
seems doubly beautiful ; and when once the city is entered, all toil 
is forgotten in the pleasant and shady retreats which abound on 
the river's bank. The city is watered throughout by gushing, 
bubbling streams, which wind through wild shrubberies and by 
the side of tall forest-trees. Everywhere in the thicket, and 
creeping up lofty stems, are rich damask rose-trees in full bloom. 
Deep blushing roses everywhere, flinging their sweet perfume on 
every breeze, and growing alone in their beauty, for there is scarcly 
any other flower to be seen. 

Damascus is frequently mentioned in the New Testament ; and 
outside the eastern gate there Is still the place of the vision of 
St. Paul, the place where he was let down in a basket ; and the 
house of Ananias is still pointed out, and the street called Strait. 

EPHOD. 

This was a kind of girdle worn by the Jewish priests, which, 
hanging down over the breast, ^as crossed and carried twice round 
the waist, as a girdle, to the tunic, almost reaching to the ground. 

The ephod of tiie common priests was of plain linen ; but that 
of the high-priest was of purple, blue, crimson and gold. On each 
shoulder was a large precious stone, on which were engraved the 
names of six tribes ; and where it crossed his breast was a square 
ornament set with twelve precious stones, each bearing the name 
of a tribe.' 
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Saomel'f ephod was of plain linen, which his mother brought 
him from year to year. 

EUPHRATES. 

This great and famous river rises in the mountain chain of Ararat, 
on which the ark rested, and aller a winding course of many 
hundred miles, at length falb into the Persian Gulf. iNot far 
from this it joins 'the Tigris, and the whole tract of fertile and 
well-watered land between the two rivers was anciently called 
Mesopc^ndoy literally^ in the midtt of rivers. 

Babylonia was the name given to the country on each side of 
the Euphrates near its mouth ; while that part to the south of the 
river, nearest to the Persian Gulf, was called Chaldea. 

FEASTS. 

The three ohief Feasts of the Jews were, — 

I. The Passover, kept in remembrance of the deliverance of the 
Israelites from destruction in Egypt. This was called the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread, and beginning on the first day of Nisan 
(March), lasted seven days. 

II. Pentecost, ^vhich was kept fifty daf s after the Passover, and 
was called also the Feast of Weeks. 

The Jews then offered the first-fruits of their harvests, which 
were then finished. 

Christians kept it in remembrance of the descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Apostles. 

ni. The Feast of Tabernacles, in remembrance of the time 
when the people dwelt in the tents of the desert, being kept in the 
month of Tizri (September), and lasting for eight days. 

It was celebrated by carrying branches of palm and green 
garlands, and chanting songs of praise. 

At these three great feasts all the males were obliged to appear 
before the Lord in Jerusalem. 

HEROD. — HERODI ANS. 

The New Testament mentions four persons named Herod. 
Herod the Great, the murderer of the infants, was the son of 
Antipater, the Idumsan, died a. d. 3, after a reign of thirty-six 
years, dying, as he had lived, a cruel and heartless monster. When 
Herod was endeavouring in every way to gain the favour of the 
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Bonum people, a sect of the Fharisees took his pnrt agamst the 
Jewish nation, to support the Soman power, and introduce into 
Judsea the heathen customs of Rome. This sect took the name of 
Herodians. 
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JERICHO. 

This ancient city lay to the north-east of Jerusalem, not iar 
from the bank of the Jordan, where it falls into the Dead Sea. 

It was the first city taken by the Israelites after they had crossed 
the Jordan under the command of Joshua, b. c. 1451. It was then 
the chief and royal city of the country. (Joshua, ii. 8.) 

Jericho was, and still is, pleasantly situated, and famous for its 
groves of palm-trees, which grow in great abundance and beauty 
in and round the city. It is frequently mentioned in Old Testament 
history. 

JERUSALEM. 

The Holy City, the most ancient and famous city in the world. 

We are not sure, but it seems very probable, that its first name 
was Salem, the city of Melchizedec, the priest of the Most High God, 
who came forth to meet Abraham after the slaughter of the kings, 
B.C. 1921. 

After this Abraham returned to the plains of Mamre, where he 
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dwelt with Sara his wife. It was there he received the promise 
of a son Isaac, who was to be a type of Jesus Christ, the only Sod 
of Grod ; and to be offered up as a sacrifice on the mountain of 
MoiiaL Abraham in due time journeyed with Isaac his son to the 
far-off land of Moriah, and there in faith obeyed the command of 
Grod. This mountain of Moriah was afterwards one of the hills of 
Jerusalem, the very hill on which our blessed Sayiour was offered 
up in the fullness of time. Then again Abraham saw the day of 
Christ afar off. 

On the hill of Calvary now stands the monastery of Abraham, 
and there some still point out the place where Isaac was offered 
up. 

For five centuries after this, Jerusalem is not mentioned again : 
until the appointed time had arrived, and the Israelites under 
Joshua entered into the land of promise, b. g. 1451. 

It was then a mighty city, and its king superior to the princes of 
the neighbomdng cities of Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon. 

Until the time of King David, however, Jerusalem was inhabited 
by the Jebusites, and, though conquered several times, never re- 
mained for any time in the possession of the same tribe. 

B. c. 1095. David the king went to Jerusalem and took the 
castle or stronghold of Zion out of the hands of the Jebusites ; and 
this castle from that time took the name of the city of David ; while 
Jebus, the city of the Jebusites, was long after called Acra. 

The king now made it his royal city, joined the fort on Mount 
Zion to the lower ^city, and surrounded the whole with a wall. The 
splendid Temple was then planned by David, and at length erected 
by Solomon his son, B. c. 1004. 

It was one of the most gorgeous and wondrous temples ever built 
by man ; cedar, marble, and fine gold adorned it, and the presence 
of Jehovah Himself filled it with glory. 

The city itself was also much beautified and enlarged by Solomon^ 
who built magnificent palaces and halls of justice on the height. 

The glory of Jerusalem was now at its height ; but at the death 
of Solomon gradually «ank, until, after the division of the two 
kingdoms of Judah and Israel, Shishak invaded Judsea, sei2ed on 
the city of David, and plundered the Temple, b. c. 971. 

B. c. 887. It was again invaded and plundered by the Philistines 
and Arabians, and though fortified by Uzziah, besieged and taken 
by Pharaoh Necho, and the king Jehoahaz carried in chains to 
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Egjpt Within H few jearsi Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon mardied 
against the deYoted city, which was at length almost entirely de* 
stroyed. The Temple, and many of the grandest buildings in 
Jerusalem, were burned with fire, and the city wall thrown down. 
Eyerything of yalue. was carried away to Babylon, and die whole 
land and city left desolate, b. g. 588. 

. In the preceding pages of the history we have seen what after- 
)(rard8 befell it until the. time of our Saviour. 

From that time it became indeed the Holy City, where the Son 
of God himself was willk men, where He suffered, bled, and died on 
the cross. It was over this city that He wept with many tears, 
grieved in heart for the coldness and wickedness of its inhabitants. 
Not many years passed away when the Roman army under Titus 
besic^d, took, and utterly destroyed it by fire, after the inhabitants 
had undergone the greatest sufferings during the siege. More than 
one million persons perished during the siege by famine or the 
sword. (Deutt xxviii. 53, 7.) It never again reached any of it 
former splendour, for the Divine presence was no longer there as 
it had been, and the inhabitants were scattered abroad through all 
the earth. 

JORDAN. 

This, the chief river of the Holy Land, rises in Mount Hermon, 
a branch of Anti-Libanus, to the north of Samaria. Not far from 
tibe mountains, it £iUs into the northern part of the Sea of Tiberias, 
and, flowing through it, winds its way to the wide and fertile plain 
and valley of Ablon. 

It forms the eastern boundary of Judsa, dividing it from 
Persea ; the three provinces of Gralilee, Samaria, and Judea lyvig 
to the west. 

It passes many important towns and cities as it flows, and at 
length, after a course of about 100 miles, falls into the Dead Sea. 
Near this it passes the famous and ancient city of Jericho, the waters 
of which were healed by the prophet Elisha, after he had divided 
the river Jordan with the mantle of Elijah. This was the second 
time that the waters of the river had been divided by the power of 
Grod, since the day when the children of Israel passed over in the 
inidat, on the dry ground, to enter the promised land, b. c. 1415. 

John the Baptist was in the wilderness of Judea when he called 
the people to repentance, and baptized for the remission of sins. 
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4jQdiQ tl|e waters of the Jordan many thoiutands ^«r« baptized, 
^nd) above allf our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

LIBANUS, or LEBANON, and Anti-Libanus were two chains 
of mountains in the north of Syria, running north and south to- 
wards the Great Sea. 

Anti-Libanus was opposite to and parallel with Libanus, and the 
wide and rich valley between them was called Coele- or HoUow 
Syria, as well as the neighbouring country. 

It was from the heights of Lebanon that Hiram, king of Tyre, cut 
down the tall cedars for the building of Solomon's Temple at 
Jerusalem. 

Some groups of these noble and beautiful trees still remain on 
Lebanon ; and the wanderer in the Holy Land, as he rests beneath 
their shMe, thinks sadly how that glorious Temple has long since 
been defiled and destroyed, and the nation of the Jews scattered 
far away from their, native land. 

PHARISEES. 

The chief of the Jewish sects. 

The Pharisees pretended to be devout and holy above all the 
other sects, and observed the Law of Moses with great strictness. 
St, Paul says, " After the straitest sect of your religion, I lived a 
Pharisee." 

Their holiness consisted chiefly in long fastings, prayers, tithes of 
mint and cummin ; and they separated themselves from all others 
whom they did not believe to be as holy as themselves. The word 
Pharisee springs from the Hebrew word Pharos^ to separate. 

They, as well as the Scribes, were teachers of the people, and 
their names are often mentioned together. The Pharisees took 
their rise in the time of the Maccabees, b. c. 160. 

They believed in a general resurrection, but also in the strange 
error of metempsychosis, or transmigration of souls. 

PRIEST. 

The high-priest was chosen only from the family of Aaron, and 
he alone offered up the blood of atonement, when once every year 
he entered into the Holy of Holies, where none else could enter. 

When Alexander the Great marched against Jerusalem, and, as 
we have read, was met by a procession of priests and people, the 
high-priest was arrayed in his splendid dress, and crowned with 
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the mitre of white linen, ornamented with precions stones ; the coaii 
was of fine linen, over which was a robe of blue, an e^^od of bine, 
gold, and scarlet, and a breas^Ute of splendid colours &stened to 
the ephod by golden rings and chains : the mitre itself was of pure 
white linen, and on the front of it was a plate of gold, bearing the 
words *' Holiness to the Lord.** 

The high-priest was the chief judge in all matters, both religious 
and civil; and after the return from the Captivity he became 
Governor of Judaea, and at length received the crown of a king. 
Next to him in power and authority was his vicar, or Sagan^ who 
directed all the other priests. 

These, the common priests, were divided by King David into 
twenty-four ranks or courses, chosen from the families of Eleazcer 
and Ithamar, the two sons of Aaron. f 

Their duty was to bum incense, to slay the victims, and to arrange 
all things for sacrifice, according to the lot which fell to them. 
Zacharias was of the course of Abia, and his lot was to bum incense, 
when he saw in a vision the angel who foretold the birth of his 
son, John Baptist. (Luke i. 9.) 

SADDUCEES. 

These were so named from Sadoc, a disciple of Sochseus, the 
chief of the Sanhedrim, b. c. 250. They rejected the traditions of 
the Elders, and observed only the written law. 

They believed not in the resurrection, nor that there was either 
angel or spirit. 

When St. Paul was brought before the chief priest and council 
of Scribes and Pharisees, he cried out, saying, ^ Of the hope and 
resurrection of the dead I am called in question ;** and immediately 
there arose a division among his accusers. 

SANHEDElM. 

This was a name given to the assembly of Jewish counsellors 
and judges, and sometimes to the place where they met. It con<> 
sisted of seventy-two members, chosen firom the priests and the 
people. (Luke xxii. 66.) 

It seems likely that the Sanhedrim took its rise in Eg3rpt, where 
seventy Elders of the Israelites were appointed to manage and 
regulate the afiairs of the people, as far as the Egyptian kin^s 
allowed them. But it was not until the time of the Maccabees that 
these Elders formed a Court or Council 6f Judges. The high-priest 
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presided at the great Sanhedrim in Jerusalem, and received appeals 
from the inferior Sanhedrims and assemblies. 

SCRIBES. 

These were also called Lawyers, or Doctors, 

They might be either priests or Levites, and their office was to 
teach and expound the Law in the Jewish schools and synagogues* 

They were the most learned in the Law ; and thus it was that 
Herod consulted them as -to the place where Christ should be 
bom. (Matt. ii. 4.) 

Many of them were Pharisees. But while the Pharisees took 
their name from their religious practices, the Scribes took theirs 
from their occupation. 

Both Scribes and Pharisees joined in attacking and condemning 
the teaching of our blessed Saviour. Their doctrine was the 
commandments of men. The Scribes kept the public genealogies, 
and this was another reason why Herod enquired of them where 
Christ should be bom. 

SYNAGOGUES 

Were the places of worship where the Jews met for public prayer, 
and for reading and expounding the Holy Scriptures. 

The Jews held some courts of justice in the Synagogues, and 
there also criminals were scourged. (Matt. x. 17.) 

After the Captivity, one was erected in every town in which 
ten persons could attend the service. 

TRIBES. 

The Jewish nation was soon after the Exodus from Egypt 
divided into Twelve Tribes, sprung from the twelve sons of Jacob ; 
Judah, Reuben, Gad, Asher, Dan, Naphtali, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, 
Zebulon, Joseph and Benjamin. On his death-bed Jacob adopted 
and blessed Ephraim and Manasseh, the two sons of Joseph ; and after 
his death the tribe of Joseph was divided into two parts, at the head 
of which were the two sons. So that there were now thirteen 
Tribes. But when these crossed the Jordan imder the command 
of Joshua, and took possession of the land of promise, the land was 
divided into but twelve lots ; the Tribe of Levi having no land 
given to them, but forty-eight cities to dwell in, with tithes of the 
whole country. Of these forty-eight, six were for cities of refuge 
On the east of the Jordan were Reuben, Gad, and ha]^ 
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Manasseh \ Vhfle dti the western side were the otker iudf tttbe of 
Manasseh, and the reniainmg nine tnbes. 

To the north lay Asher, Naphtali, and part of Dan ; while Simeon 
and Judah were to the south, on the borders of the Edomites. In 
the centre were Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manasseh; and on the 
shore of the Great Sea was the other part of Dan. Afler the death 
of Joshua, each Tribe chose a Prince or Elder to govern it, though 
the Lord was still their King and Governor. 



THB END. 
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